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About KSEA

Korean-American Scientists and Engineers Association (KSEA) is a 47-year-old non-profit national-level 
professional organization. It is open for individuals residing in the USA who are engaged in science, engi-
neering or a related field.  

KSEA’s objectives are:
•     To promote the application of science and technology for the general welfare of society;
•     To foster the cooperation of international science communities especially among the US and Korea;
•     To serve the majority of Korean-American Scientists and Engineers and help them to develop their full  
       career potential.

KSEA has 78 Chapters/Branches, 13 Technical Groups and 30 Affiliated Professional Societies (APS) cov-
ering all major branches of science and engineering. Since its birth in 1971, KSEA has been recognized as 
the main representative organization promoting the common interests of Korean-American scientists and 
engineers toward meeting the objectives mentioned above. 

KSEA welcomes participation from 1.5th-generation, 2nd-generation, and 3rd-generation Korean-Amer-
ican scientists and engineers including the mixed-race and adoptee communities. KSEA promotes helping 
younger generation Korean-Americans to be aware of the rapid advances in science and engineering occur-
ring both inside and outside of the US. Especially, to create opportunities for young generation members to 
interact with talented scientists and engineers in Korea.  
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The Editorial Board’s 
Note

A Message from the Publication Directors of the KSEA 47th Administration

Warm weather is finally here as we come to the close of this administration and start with the 
next. In this issue of Letters, we look back at the national events of the 2019 National Mathemat-
ics and Science Competition (NMSC) held around the country in April and the 2019 Professional 
Development Forum (PDF) held in June in Austin, TX. Even though one event wasis focused on 
primary and secondary school students, and the other targeted early- career industry profes-
sionals, both events provided opportunities for fostering academic curiosity and foundations 
for professional growth.

We also peek into the future of cutting- edge research with a featured article by the 2019 KSEA 
Young Inves-tigator Grant (YIG) recipients Dr. Se Kwon Kim from University of Missouri at Co-
lumbia on “Quantum Spintronics: Mutual Thrust for Spintronics and Quantum Materials”. Also 
we include  a contributed article by James Han from the University of Toronto on “Overriding 
the Suppressive Effects of Regulatory T Cells to Enhance Adoptive T Cell Therapy.”

Headquarters news includes the 2019 KSEA Election results for 48th President-Elect, Vice-Pres-
idents, Auditor, and Technical Group Councilors. We also recognize the 40 student recipients of 
the KSEA-KUSCO Graduate Scholarships andor the KSEA Undergraduate Scholarships.

Finally, there would be no future of KSEA without its members and the incredible activity at the 
local and technical level as we share news of Regional Conferences news held by the host Local 
Chapters and several Affiliated Professional Society (APS) meetings news.

As always, if you have any news, event information, or articles to share with other KSEA mem-
bers, please contact the KSEA Publications Directors or simply email your article to sejong@
ksea.org.

The  47th Admin. 
Publication Directors

RYUHWA STELLA KIM
Publication Director 1

Software Engineer/Project 
Manager
Data Services Company

KYU HWAN HAN, PhD.
Publication Director 3

Antenna & Microwave 
Engineering
Viasat

YOUNG EUN CHOI
Publication Director 4

Mechanical Engineer
Northrop Grumman Innovation 
Systems

JONATHAN YOUNG KIM
Publication Director 2

Software Engineer
CSX Technology
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K. STEPHEN SUH, PhD

President
Korean-American Scientists and 
Engineers Association

President
DiagnoCine

The President’s 
Message

Dear Fellow KSEA Members and colleagues,

It has been an honor and a privilege to serve as the 47th 
President of the Korean-American Scientists and Engineers 
Association (KSEA) during 2018-2019 administration.  I 
must say that serving this role was not feasible without many 
executive members, directors, chapter/branch presidents 
and leaders.  We all worked together to successfully finished 
the 47th administration. For publication of newsletters, 
I want to specially thank all of publication directors and 
Ryuhwa Stella Kim for leading the publication matters. 47th 
administration published four KSEA newsletters, and I want 
to thank all contributors.  The newsletters started to include 
more pictures of events and tried to modify the traditional 
format, while include new and innovative research topics 
from KSEA members.  We believe KSEA members enjoyed 
more visual contents in the newsletters, and I hope this 
format continues because we received many positive 
feedbacks.

This newsletter reports National Mathematics and Science 
Competition (NMSC2019) and many young generation 
volunteers from 31 chapters and branches were involved.  
We sincerely thank Overseas Korean Foundation (OKF) to 
sponsor this major KSEA event that is designed for serving 
Korean-American community in USA.  Featured articles 
include very innovative projects on topics of quantum 
spintronics and T-cell therapy.  As you read from KSEA 
news section, the election process was smooth and without 
glitches to elect new officers and leaders that will lead 
KSEA organization.  We congratulate all undergraduate 
and graduate KSEA members that are awarded with KSEA 
and KSEA-KUSCO scholarships.  We hope all of these young 
scholars become successful to lead the next generation of 
Korean-American scientists, engineers, technologists and 
entrepreneurs.  The most recent KSEA event was Professional 
Development Forum (PDF2019) that was held in Austin, 
Texas during June 21-23, 2019.  I hope readers enjoyed 
reading about this industry-focused event and we strongly 
recommend more young generation and professionals to 
participate PDF2020 next year.

Several stories are illustrated for KSEA chapters and 
regional conferences. All our chapters worked hard to 
successfully accomplished 7 regional conferences during 
47th administration.  I want to congratulate many chapter 
leaders and volunteers that contributed to these excellent 
events.  Affiliated Professional Societies (APS) are holding 
great events across the USA, and we thank presidents and 
leaders of each fields of science and technology.  Young 
generation leaders held several important YG events 
nationally and regionally, including summits and leadership 
meetings. Due to strong efforts from the next generation 
group leaders, the YG membership increased over 1000 
members.  Great job!

Lastly, I want to thank sponsors that supported all our 
activities and events, especially KUSCO for their consistent 
support.  I want to thank KSEA Headquarter staff for their 
dedicated works on all operation.

K. Stephen Suh
KSEA President
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The National Mathematics and Science Compe-
tition (NMSC) is one of the main activities that 
the Kore- an-American Scientists and Engineers 
Association (KSEA) organizes annually.   This 
is an excellent opportunity to reach out to the 
public and promote science, technology, engi-
neering, and math (STEM) education for our 
future generations.   NMSC 2019 was offered at 
37 different sites throughout the US on April 13, 
2019.  

This event was successful, and I would like 
to thank all chapter/branch presidents, local 
NMSC chairs, and all volunteers from the 31 
chapters for running the event as smoothly as 
possible.  Without their commitment and dedi-
cation, this event wouldn’t have been successful.  
Table 1 shows Chapters/Branches that partic-
ipated in the 2019 NMSC as well as the Presi-
dents and NMSC Chairs who made dedicated ef-
forts this year. It was the 18th year for the math 
competition, 14th year for the science competi-
tion, and 7th year for the physics competition.

The math competition was offered to 4th to 11th 
grade students. There were 30 questions for 
each grade, which included 20 multiple-choice 
questions and 10 free response questions. 
Grades 4-8 had 60 minutes and grades 9-11 
had 90 minutes to solve them. A total of 1,260 
students participated in the math competition. 
In addition to the chapter-level awards, the 
top three national winners in each grade were 
awarded with certificates and cash prizes. This 
year’s national winners are listed in Table 2.

Grade Name School Chapter Rank

4

Rayoon Kim Penn Wynne New Jersey 1

Shourya Vyas Walnut Glen Academy 
for Excellence North TX 2

Jason Kim Murdock Portal Silicon Valley 3

5

Susie Lu Smith Elementary Seattle 1

Sanghyeon Joo Medina Seattle 2

Vishnu Mangipudi Home School Seattle 2

6

Jiah Lee Hope Middle School Eastern Carolina 1

Daniel Kim Miller Middle Silicon Valley 1

Jian Kweon Tom Matsumoto Silicon Valley 1

Won Jang Landell Elementary Southern CA 1

7

Jaejoon Hwang Tenakill Middle New Jersey 1

Alexander Jun Quail Valley  MS South TX 2

Youngwoo Tahk Cupertino Middle Silicon Valley 3

8

Alan Dongjin Lee Fletcher MS Silicon Valley 1

Edward Kong Mason MS SW Ohio 2

Suyash Pandit Cedar Park MS Seattle 3

9

Alan Xie Beavercreek HS Dayton-OH 1

Joseph Kim Stuyvesant HS NY Metro 2

Apollo Heo Dublin HS Silicon Valley 3

10

Joshua Lee Lincoln East High Nebraska 1

Tae Kyu Kim Monta Vista HS Silicon Valley 2

Jonathan Gai The Seven Hills School Dayton-OH 3

Hyunwoo Lee Interlake HS Seattle 3

11

Alex Chung Perrysburg HS Washington 
Metro 1

Alex Wang Columbus Academy Dayton-OH 2

Sooyoung Choi Lexington HS New England 3

Similarly to the previous year, the Math Exam 
Committee was gracious enough to accept our 
invitation to lead and manage the math ques-
tions for all grades.  Former Chair Prof. Jaewoo 
Jeong, Miami University at Hamilton, served as 
the Chair of the Math Exam Committee this year 
as well. Members of the Math Exam Committee 
included 8 experienced, continuing members: 
Dr. Ji Young Choi (Shippensburg University), Dr. 

National Mathematics and Science Competition 
NMSC 2019 

TAE (TOM) OH, PhD
KSEA Vice President 1
National Contest Committee Chair

Associate Professor
Rochester Institute of Technology

Chapter Chapter President NMSC Chair
Dayton-Ohio

New Jersey

Georgia Junkoo Park Dong-Gook Kim

Tampa Jong Park Youngchul Kim

Ohio

Michigan Jun Ha Park Yunjae Cho

Southern VA

Southern CA Samuel Choi John Lee

Seattle

Eastern Carolina 

Washington Metro Nam Cheol Kim Pilgyu Kang

Central Illinois

NY Metropolitan

North Carolina Sunkyu Park Minyoung Suh

South Texas Minsu Kim Goo Jun

Indiana

SW Ohio Changjoo Kim Jaewoo Jeong

New England Yoojin Chung JinHaeng Cho

San Diego John Baik Yoona Kim

Chicagoland Dong-Hyun Kim Seungwon Chung

Austin Hong-Gu Kang In-Hyouk Song

Orlando Hyoung Jin Cho Boo Hyun Nam

Nebraska

Utah Keunhan Park Jiyoung Chang

Wisconsin Hung Tae Kim Joy Kwon

Gainesville Florida

North Texas

Idaho

Silicon Valley

Sacramento Jeff Olson Young Lee

Costal Bend

Yong-Kyu Yoon

Sangjin Ryu

Wooram Park

Jae Ryu

Dugan Um

Andrew Yun

Ohbong Kwon

Dan Daehyun Koo

Steve Sung Won Moon

Myon-Hee Lee

Woon Jong Yoon

Mintai Kim

Do-Gyoon Kim

Munsup Seoh

Nakjung Choi

Table 1. Chapters/Branches that Participated in the 2019 NMSC

Table 2. National Winners of Math Competition
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Samjoo Doh (Nuance Communications), Dr. Jimin Lee (Uni-
versity of North Carolina, Asheville), Dr. YoungHee Park Lee 
(Foothill College, CA), Dr. Youngmi Kim (Jacksonville State 
University), Dr. Junkoo Park (Georgia Gwinnett College), Dr. 
Jaedeok Kim (Jacksonville State University), Dr. Samjoo Doh, 
and Dr. Jin Hyung To (University of Illinois at Urbana-Cham-
paign).   The committee evaluated previous NMSC exams 
and exam result data to adjust the difficulty levels.   To en-
courage and build a confidence in students, the committee 
invested a lot of time and resources to balance the questions 
with easy and essential concept questions as well as some 
challenging questions.  Also, the committee prepared ex-
ample questions to help students understand the question 
format, difficulty, and types.  After the necessary revisions, 
questions were reviewed by the External Review Committee 
chaired by Dr. Sung-Yell Song, Iowa State University, former 
President of Korean-American Mathematical Scientist Asso-
ciation (KAMSA).  Mrs. Catherine Cerone also served on the 
External Review Committee. The final version of example 
questions along with solutions was posted on the web at 
http://www.ksea.org/nmsc/ when online registration was 
opened on February 06, 2019. The official exam questions 
and answers for the contest were prepared according to 
the same procedure. Each committee member framed exam 
questions for each grade and reviewed the exam questions 
framed by another member. After the internal review, the 
External Review Committee reviewed the exam questions 
and answers. This was a lengthy process that took dedicat-
ed commitment of the committee members. I would like to 
express deep thanks to the committee members who made 
it possible to have the exam questions and solutions for 
NMSC 2019 on time. It is not easy to target the adequate 
level of difficulties for each grade without careful thoughts 
and dedicated efforts. All members of the Exam Committee 
and the Review Committee did an excellent job for NMSC to 
be a competitive global contest.

Grade /
Score 4th 5th 6th 7th 8th 9th 10th 11th

0-19 10 5 11 10 20 12 13 10

20-29 21 21 8 14 27 12 19 16

30-39 28 28 9 27 23 19 12 17

40-49 33 30 18 36 16 16 29 17

50-59 32 32 29 39 17 10 14 9

60-69 24 34 31 14 6 10 10 3

70-79 22 31 31 6 7 10 14 4

80-89 14 17 28 3 4 13 1 4

90-99 4 13 19 0 4 6 2 1

100-116 1 9 24 0 4 11 4 1

# of Par-
ticipant 207 249 208 149 128 119 118 82

 

The grading sheets with built-in tie breakers created by the 
Exam Committee were used this year again for chapters 
to fill out for each participant. This data makes it possible 

for the committee to ana-lyze students’ performances. The 
score distribution for each grade is summarized in Figure 
1. Numeric values in a tabular form along with bar charts 
for each grade are available on the NMSC website. Science 
projects were offered to 4th to 11th grade students to pro-
mote science by fostering students’ engagement with sci-
ence practices. A total of 513 students participated from 
10 local chapters and branches. The science projects were 
a project-based competition unlike the math competition.  
Since national-level award were not available for science, 
only chapter-level awards were given to the winners. 

The physics contest was offered to 9th to 12th grade stu-
dents. Seventy-five minutes were given to solve twelve 
questions including 8 mechanics and 4 electromagnetism 
questions. Forty students participated from 9 local chap-
ters and branches. The top three national winners were 
awarded with certificates and cash prizes. The national 
winners are listed in Table 3.  Our strong collaboration con-
tinued with the Association of Korean Physicists in America 
(AKPA), which is an Affiliated Professional Society (APS) of 
KSEA, as they increased the quality of the 7th National High 
School Physics Contest. Under the direction and leadership 
of Dr. Chueng-Ryong Ji of the North Carolina State Univer-
sity, AKPA developed and delivered exam questions for 
grades 9-12 along with solutions and grading instructions. 
The cash prizes for the national winners were provided by 
AKPA, while KSEA provided T-shirts to promote participa-
tion in the physics contest this year once again. The certif-
icates for the winners were jointly signed by the President 
of KSEA, Dr. K. Stephen Suh, and the President of AKPA, Prof. 
Young-Kee Kim.  

Grade Name School Chapter Ranking

11 Tae Kyu Kim Monta Vista High School Silicon Valley 1

10 Andrew Choi Hoffman Chicagoland 2

NMSC 2019

Figure 1. Score Distribution by Grade
Table 3. National Winners of Physics Competition
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Many people had to work together for this nation-wide 
event to be coordinated. I would like to express my special 
thanks to KSEA-HQ Associate Project Manager, Ms. Michelle 
Cho for hosting multiple conference calls, and responding to 
many email questions with Chapter/Branch Presidents and 
NMSC Chairs, and for providing administrative operational 
support.   Michelle dedicated tremendous amount of time 
and effort to execute NMSC as smoothly as possible. Mr. Ryan 
Chung’s IT group helped in creating, updating, and main-
taining the NMSC website especially with opening the online 
registration page on time and posting relevant information 
as needed.   Ms. Kelly Han provided tremendous help and 
supported managing finances in a timely manner. Ms. Euna 
Yoon helped with other general matters and NMSC business 
for chapters with advertisements. Without their commit-
ment, I am sure this challenging event could not have been 
conducted so smoothly and seamlessly.

I would like to thank again all participants and volunteers 
for a successful NMSC 2019.   I would like to express special 
thanks for the Seattle chapter for hosting 170 math and 170 
science participants.    

As we celebrate the success of  NMSC 2019, I would like 
committees, organizers, and volunteers from each chapter/
branch to collect any feedback to improve future NMSC to be 
even more successful.  

NMSC 2019
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Professional Development Forum 
PDF 2019 

STEVE SUNG WON MOON
PDF Chair

Chapter President
Silicon Valley Chapter

The 2nd Professional Development Forum, also 
known as PDF was held in Austin, TX from June 
21st to 23rd, 2019. A Three days event, PDF had 
27 sessions of stimulating talks and informative 
sessions, in addition to an industry site visit of a 
hi-tech company and networking opportunities 
with special entertaining events. 

As a forum that draws across many different 
fields and professions, this year’s PDF also con-
sists of diverse group of passionate individuals 
from industry, academia, and Korean-American 
community. The Keynote lectures covered sub-
jects such as emerging trends of STEM fields (Bio, 
ICT, Medicine, Robotics, Smart environment, AI, 
life and leadership development), founding and 
managing startup companies, becoming a leader 
in the field at United States, and so much more. 
The speakers were invited to share their chal-
lenges and experiences, and paths to success 
and leadership.

The PDF provided myriad learning and network-
ing opportunities to interact and connect with 
other participants. Each day every participant 
created their own 90 seconds Elevator Speech to 
share who they are, why they came to PDF, what 
they can learn from PDF, and how they can apply 
these learnings for achieving their lifetime goals. 
In addition, 13 competitive teams had boasted 
their singing and performance at the PDF’s Got 
Talent on the second day. We genuinely believe 
that the 2nd PDF 2019 was a great success of 
providing venues for learning, connecting, and 
making a step forward.
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Quantum Spintronics: Mutual Thrust for Spintronics and Quan-
tum Materials

Featured Article

The spintronic vision of computing is to use spin in addition to 
charge to overcome fundamental obstacles of conventional elec-
tronics such as significant energy loss due to Joule heating [1]. A 
problem of particular importance is to achieve efficient spin trans-
port with little dissipation, which is crucial in spintronics since spin 
is not a conserved quantity unlike charge. The promising direction 
has recently emerged at the intersection of the two fields of spin-
tronics and quantum materials [3] dubbed as quantum spintronics. 
See Fig. 1 for the conceptual diagram for quantum spintronics. The 
introduction of quantum materials, which includes superconduc-
tors and 2D materials such as graphene, to spintronics will change 
the shape of spintronics by, e.g., quantum-enabled low-dissipation 
spin transport [4]. In addition, advanced spintronic techniques will 
provide new tools for exploring spin degrees of freedom of quan-
tum materials [5].

One example of the recent researches in quantum spintronics is of-
fered by our study on topological magnon bands in an insulating 
honeycomb ferromagnet [6], where we showed that the magnet 
possesses the topologically nontrivial band structures of spin-wave 
excitations, called magnons, and the topologically protected edge 
modes along the boundary as illustrated in Figs. 2(a-c). We also 
showed that the nontrivial topology of the magnon bands can be 
inferred by measuring the spin Hall response to an applied tem-

perature gradient, which is referred to as the spin Nernst effect. 
This work has been recognized as one of the first identifications 
of magnonic topological insulators, which are magnetic analogs of 
conventional electronic topological insulators. Another example in 
quantum spintronics research is given by our recent proposal to 
use a vortex liquid in superconductors for efficient spin transport 
[7]. 

Superconductivity refers to the ability of certain materials that 
can support dissipationless charge transport. However, supercon-
ductivity can be destroyed by increasing the temperature or by 
applying a magnetic field via the proliferation of defects, so-called 
vortices which have been considered as harmful sources of dissipa-
tion. Our idea in the recent paper [7] is to depart from this conven-
tional antagonistic view on superconducting vortices as a parasitic 
source of dissipation for charge transport, by proposing to actively 
use them as topologically stable information carriers. Figure 2(d) 
illustrates spin transport carried by vortices in superconductors, 
during which no spin information is lost thanks to the topological 
protection of vortices unlike exponentially decaying spin currents 
in conventional magnets. Our proposal can be probed by perform-
ing ferromagnetic resonance (FMR) measurements on supercon-
ductor-ferromagnet heterostructure. 

 Se Kwon Kim, PhD
  2019 Young Investigator Grants (YIG) Winner

  Vineyard Assistant Professor
  University of Missouri at Columbia

Fig. 1. The conceptual diagram for quantum spintronics, in which the two different fields of spintronics and quantum materials meet for mutual benefits.
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Featured Article

The recent marriage of spintronics, which have been driven by 
practical motivations for more efficient spin-based devices, and 
quantum materials, which are characterized by exotic macroscop-
ic quantum effects, will provide new opportunities and challenges 
that can drive future researches in physics and material science. In 
particular, as two aforementioned examples illustrate, we envision 
that topology will be likely to play an important role in intercon-
necting spintronics and quantum materials, providing a convenient 
language for robust phenomena and quantized effects.

REFERENCES

[1] S. A. Wolfet al., “Spintronics: A spin-based electronics vision for the 
future,” Science 294, 1488 (2001); I. Zutic, J. Fabian, and S. Das Sarma, 
“Spintronics: Fundamentals and applications,” Rev. Mod. Phys. 76, 323 
(2004).
[3] B. Keimer and J. E. Moore, “The physics of quantum materials,” Nat. 
Phys. 13, 1045 (2017); Y. Tokura, M. Kawasaki, and N. Nagaosa, “Emergent 
functions of quantum materials,” Nat. Phys.13, 1056 (2017)
[3] S. B. Chung, S. K. Kim, K. H. Lee, and Y. Tserkovnyak, “Cooper-pair spin 
current in a strontium ruthenate heterostructure,” Phys. Rev. Lett.121, 
167001 (2018).
[4] S. K. Kim and Y. Tserkovnyak, “Topological effects on quantum phase 
slips in superfluid spin transport,” Phys. Rev. Lett.116, 127201 (2016).
[5] S. K. Kim, H. Ochoa, R. Zarzuela, and Y. Tserkovnyak, “Realization of 
the Haldane-Kane-Mele Model in a System of Localized Spins,” Phys. Rev. 
Lett.117, 227201 (2016)
[6] S. K. Kim, R. Myers, and Y. Tserkovnyak, “Nonlocal Spin Transport 
Mediated by a Vortex Liquid in Superconductors,” Phys. Rev. Lett. 121, 
187203 (2018)

Fig. 2. (a) A spin state of a honeycomb ferromagnet. (b, c) A honeycomb ferromagnet strip with zigzag boundary and its 
magnon band structures. The red and the blue lines connecting two bulk magnon bands are topological magnon modes 
localized along the top and the bottom edges of the system. (d) A schematic of the nonlocal spin transport between two 
magnetic insulators (MIs) mediated by a vortex liquid in the interconnecting superconductor (SC). (e) and (f) Schematics for 
experimental setups for probing spin-vorticity transmutation utilizing ferromagnetic resonance measurements (FMRs). The 
figures are adapted from Refs. [6, 7].
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Overriding the Suppressive Effects of Regulatory T Cells to En-
hance Adoptive T Cell Therapy

The fundamental understanding of how our immune system elicit 
anti-tumor function has revolutionized the field of oncology. In 
particular, the concept of utilizing the T cells, to recognize and 
eliminate cancer cells has contributed to the advancements 
of immunotherapy against multiple malignancies, such as the 
Chimeric Antigen Receptor (CAR)-T cell therapy. However, despite 
the attempts to modulate anti-tumor T cell function, a large 
proportion of patients still do not respond to T cell modulatory 
drugs, and therefore the mechanisms of resistance against 
immunotherapy has become an active area of investigation (1-2). 
One particular resistance mechanism includes the presence of 
immunosuppressive cells such as regulatory T (Treg), known to 
restrict T cell immunity (3-5). Thus, overcoming the suppressive 
effects of Treg cells serves as a promising strategy to bolster anti-
tumor T cell properties. 

Regulatory T cells recruited by the tumors play an important role in 
regulating immune surveillance and promoting tumor progression, 
although the mechanism of how Treg cells limit anti-tumor T cell 
immunity is still unclear. Numerous strategies have been proposed 
to reverse the effects of Treg cells by either blocking, depleting or 

destabilizing Treg cells (Figure 1) (6). However, these approaches 
are limited by the lack of a Treg cell-specific biomarker (resulting 
in off-target effects) and potential induction of autoimmunity as a 
consequence of systemic Treg cell depletion (6-8). Furthermore, 
adoptive T cell therapies require prior T cell stimulation prior to 
infusion and become susceptible to being targeted by conventional 
Treg cell modulatory drugs. Addressing the previously described 
limitations, another strategy to enhance anti-tumor immunity is to 
render tumor-specific T cells resistant to the suppressive effects 
of Treg cells (Figure 1) (6). In this article, we have specifically 
highlighted the role of E3 ubiquitin ligase Cbl-b in rendering T cells 
resistant to Treg cell-mediated suppression and enhancing anti-
tumor immunity. 

E3 ubiquitin ligase Cbl-b ubiquitinates and phosphorylates 
proteins involved in the T cell receptor signaling pathway such 
as PKCθ, Nedd4, PLC-γ1, Vav1, LAT, and p85, serving as a potent 
negative regulator of T cell activation (9). Consequently, Cbl-b can 
control a diverse repertoire of intracellular mechanisms associated 
with early T cell activation, such as calcium influx, cytoskeletal 
rearrangement, immune synapse formation, cytokine secretion 
and proliferation (6,10,11). Consistent with these properties, 
studies suggest that T cells deficient in Cbl-b are refractory to 
Treg cell-mediated suppression in vitro and in vivo, through 
potential amplification of PI3K signaling pathway (Figure 2) (6). 
Accordingly, Cbl-b deficient T cells augment anti-tumor immunity 
in both genetically engineered and transplantable tumor models 
(6,12,13). In these studies, despite the increased infiltration of Treg 
cells in the tumors, T cells were able to either reject or attenuate 
tumor growth (12,13).  

In conjunction with the ability of Cbl-b deficient T cells to resist 
Treg cell-mediated suppression, these cells possess additional 
properties which enable enhanced anti-tumor function. Cbl-b 
serves as a direct downstream target of CTLA-4 and PD-1 (14-
16), both of which are widely explored checkpoint molecules in 
immune-oncology. Deficiency in Cbl-b partially abrogates the 
effect of these inhibitory receptor signaling, making it an attractive 
target to enhance adoptive T cell therapy. Thus, whether or not the 
enhanced anti-tumor immunity results from T cell resistance to 
Treg cells is yet to be elucidated. Reinforcing the clinical potential of 
Cbl-b inhibition, genome-wide CRISPR screens in primary human 
T cells indicate Cbl-b and associated molecules to be important 
regulator of T cell activation, proliferation and cytotoxic function 
(17). However, chemical inhibitors which selectively target Cbl-b is 
currently unavailable. Thus, our group demonstrates that Glycogen 
Synthase Kinase 3 serves as a direct modulator of Cbl-b which can 
alternatively be targeted ex vivo to control Cbl-b expression (18). 

This article primarily focused on translational potential of targeting 
Cbl-b in adoptive T cell therapy to render them resistant to 
immunosuppressive signals in the tumor, such as those generated 
by Treg cells. However, further work is required to 1) understand 

 
 
 James Han, PhD Candidate
 Princess Margaret Cancer Center, University Health Network

Fig. 1.Strategies to override the suppressive effects of Treg cells (Adapted from Han et al. 
2019, Frontiers in Oncology). 1) Antibodies and antibody-conjugates have been developed targeting 
surface molecules that are highly expressed by regulatory T cells such as CD25 and CTLA-4. Many of 
these agents can reduce the overall frequency of Treg cells and enhance immune response against 
cancer. 2) Epigenetic modifiers and a specific receptor signaling can be utilized to disrupt the function 
and lineage stability of Treg cells, converting them into “effector-like” CD4+ T cells. 3) Intracellular 
molecules, surface receptors and cytokines can be targeted to amplify T cell activation and function 
against the suppressive effects of Treg cells (6). 

Contributed Article
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Contributed Article

the fundamental biology of how T cells and Treg cells interact in 
the tumor microenvironment (both in mice and humans), and 2) 
precisely evaluate the mechanisms which render Cbl-b deficient T 
cells resistant to the suppressive effects of Treg cells.
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Fig. 2. Potential role of Cbl-b in T cell resistance to Treg cells (Adapted from Han et al. 2019, 
Frontiers in Oncology). To date, multiple suppressive mechanisms utilized by Treg cells have been 
reported, including down-modulation of co-stimulatory molecules by dendritic cells, secretion of im-
munosuppressive cytokine TGF-B and depletion of IL-2 (a key growth factor required for sustaining T 
cell proliferation and function). Although the precise mechanism of how Cbl-b deficiency renders T 
cells refractory to Treg cell-mediated suppression is unknown, Cbl-b deficient T cells are more sensi-
tive to T cell receptor signaling pathway, less sensitive for TGF-B receptor signaling and are capable 
of secreting a higher quantity of IL-2 (6).
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The Korean-American Scientists and Engineers Association (KSEA) is pleased to annouce the results of its 2019 
general election.

The ballot counting took place at KSEA HQ on April 13, 2019. All ballots have been accounted for according to 
the rules that were pre-established by the Election Committee, and no election-related irregularities were found.

• Number of Eligible Voters: 3,477
• Valid Ballots Received: 720 (20.71% of eligible voters; 10% quorum was met)

The newly elected officers and councilors are:

HQ News

2019 KSEA General Election Results

PRESIDENT-ELECT
(49TH PRESIDENT)

Soolyeon Cho
North Carolina State University

VICE PRESIDENT 1

Jong Y. Park
Moffitt Cancer Center / Univ. of 
South Florida

HQ News

VICE PRESIDENT 2

Yun H. Choe
Lucas & Mercanti, LLP

AUDITOR

Yong Rak Kim
University of Nebraska

COUNCILOR GROUP K

Gon Namkoong
Old Dominion University

COUNCILOR GROUP M

Ahseon Park
Ahseon Park Law Firm PLLC
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KSEA Scholarships for Undergraduate Students in the U.S. recognize outstanding undergraduate students in the United 
States, who excel in academics as well as in services to the community, and have demonstrated a potential to become future 
leaders for a society for closer cooperation between the U.S. and Korea.  

         Scholarship Name Recipient School Major

Shoon Kyung Kim MinSoo Kang Georgia Institute of Technology Materials Science and Engineering

Inyong Ham  Soonmyung Hwang The Johns Hopkins University Neuroscience; Public Health Studies

Nam Sook & & Je Hyun Kim Ahryun Kim St. John’s University Biology 

Woojin   Rachael Han Harvard University Neurobiology

Chunghi Hong Park  Yejin You UC Berkeley Civil and Environmental Engineering

Hyundai   David Byun Carleton College Chemistry

Chunghi Hong Park Yunjoo Shin Earlham College Neuroscience

SeAh-Haiam  Hyun Seok Shin New York University Mechanical Engineering

Yohan & Rumie Cho Caroline Kim Stanford University Chemical Engineering

Wan Kyoo Cho Yubin Kim University of Washington Mechanical Engineering

Chankiu Riew & Hyunsoo Kim Jinjoo Kang MCPHS University Pharm D.

Jae S. & Kyuho Lim  Sanghyun Nam Illinois Wesleyan University Physics and Minor in Chemistry

Yoo, YoungSoo & Im, KyungBin Kyle Kim University of California, San 
Diego Molecular Biology

Chan Il and Young Hee Chung Sally Shin Northwestern University Neuroscience and Global Health

樂山 李龍洛 Da-El Kim University Central of Arkansas Computer Science

KSEA Rea Yoh Brown University Biology

KSEA  Jin Song Kim Rutgers University Pharmacy

KSEA   Joseph Chong University of Pennsylvania Biochemistry

KSEA Hyeyeong Jang MCPHS University Doctor of Pharmacy

KSEA Min Kim University of California, Davis Statistics and Spanish

2019 KSEA Undergraduate Scholarship Recipients

HQ News
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HQ News

KSEA-KUSCO Scholarships for Graduate Students in the U.S. recognize outstanding graduate students in the United States, 
who excel in academics as well as in services to the community, and have demonstrated a potential to become future leaders 
for a society for closer cooperation between the U.S. and Korea.  

Recipient School Major

Jung Park Columbia University Neurobiology and Behavior

Dennis Cha UCLA Data Science Engineering

Eugene Yoon University of Southern California Biomedical Engineering

Seung Hwan Lee Rice University Chemical and Biomolecular Engineering

Jaehyeok Jin The University of Chicago Chemistry

Soojin Kim Northwestern University Neuroscience

Youngkwan Song University of Illinois at Chicago Nursing Science

Yujin Park The Ohio State University City and Regional Planning

Hana Kim University of Cincinnati Geography & GIS

Yongjin Shin Northwestern University Materials Science and Engineering

Min-hwan Oh Columbia University Operations Research / Data Science

Hyun Gi Yun California Institute of Technology Chemistry

Dongheon Lee Texas A&M Universtiy Chemical Engineering

Youlim Ha Johns Hopkins University Chemical and Biomolecular Engineering

Junghyun Park New York University Social Work

Isaac Kim Alpert Medical School of Brown University MD/PHD

Yuri Park University of Houston Cellular and Molecular Biology

Matthew Shin University of Chicago Computational and Applied Mathematics

Jieun Chon Virginia Tech Computer Science and Application

Donggeun Tak University of Maryland Physics

2019 KSEA-KUSCO Graduate Scholarship Recipients
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Chapter News
North Carolina

The 2019 Regional Conference is one of the proud and enjoyable 
annual events hosted by the North Carolina (NC) Chapter, and this 
year was no exception. With varying topics from different academic 
fields provided by many professionals, paired with a field trip to 
a local industry, many participants attended the conference – 
composed of undergraduates to professionals and residents from 
Virginia to Alabama. For 2019, the conference was held on February 
23 in Raleigh, NC, with the industry visit of choice being Syngenta, 
which is the internationally leading company in agrochemicals and 
crop genomics.

This year’s conference focused on leadership in science, which 
is useful to know not only as a scientist, but for anyone aspiring 
to a better self. The event started with the welcoming note from 
Dr. Sunkyu Park, the president of NC Chapter, followed by two 
faculties who shared their wisdom and insight in leadership and 
professionalism. Dr. MiGyung Kim, a professor in history at NC 
State University, shared a story about science’s utopian promises 
and moral obligations in the historical context, which was weaved 
in a playful atmosphere that brought both laughter and seriousness 
to the audience; it was like anyone’s favorite bedtime story that 
you always wanted to hear more. Dr. Richard Kim, a professor in 
civil engineering at NC State University, provided his perspective 
in different leadership styles and critical elements that can shape 
one’s leadership appropriately for the field they are attuned to.
 
After the two inspiring speeches, the ‘Meet the Professionals’ panel 
was hosted. Five panelists – Seongwook Park from IBM, Sam Kim 
from RFHIC Corporation, Dr. Hwanhee Hong from Duke University, 
MiHwa Lee from East Carolina University, and Dr. Jongeun Ryu 
from NC State University – shared their experience with their 
employment and the preparation they made to their current path, 
especially during their student life. Participating students were able 
to compare the experiences with themselves, formulate their own 
pathway, and have a casual Q&A session with these professionals.

Aside from professional sessions, there was a flash talk program, 
where students could freely and casually share interesting stories 
from their academic field for about 2 to 3 minutes. The flash talk 
has been a favorite panel to host, since it helps students practice 
their speech skills in a clear and impactful manner and also attracts 
an audience who want to broaden the knowledge outside of their 
expertise.

For the last program, there was a panel on CPT/OPT and immigration 
law. This panel was actually made part of this year’s conference 
due to the high demand from students who were having difficulties 
or had a lot of unanswered questions about getting employment 
opportunities with their status in the United States. The Office of 
International Services from NC State University and CL Attorneys 
shared their precious time to provide all the necessary information 
for those who seeked to enhance their career post-graduation.

The Syngenta industry visit was primarily composed of two 
sessions; keynotes and discussion by Syngenta employees and the 
lab tour. The speech was made by several high-end officials who 
shared their precious time to give us a warm welcome, which 
was a surprising occasion even for Syngenta employees. Some of 
them quoted, “It’s impossible to see these two leaders in the same 
room, even at Syngenta’s own meeting.” Following the seminar on 
genome editing and panel discussions with Korean employees at 
Syngenta, the crop lab tour was made. Syngenta had recently rebuilt 
their labs, equipped with high-tech devices that can simulate any 
weather condition for the crop. Though it was a rainy day, the 
huge lab space was so sunny and dry that the visitors were given 
sunglasses (which they were able to keep after the tour!). The tour 
was undoubtedly an inspiring moment, not only to those who study 
a similar field such as crop science, biology, and pharmaceuticals, 
but also to others who seek motivation and knowledge from other 
fields. Hopefully, this visit was beneficial to the attendees’ career, 
as it was to other participants who were able to get an intern 
opportunity or job at previous visits such as IBM and SAS.
 
KSEA NC Chapter always strives to host programs that brings both 
pleasure and benefits to the members and the local community, not 
limited to a specific field nor generation. We would like to thank 
those who attended the program, KSEA, and other sponsors who 
make this intellectual nourishment possible. We wish them all the 
best.

 ㅒㅒㅒㅒㅒㅒㅒNAMWOO JOSEPH CHO
ㅒㅒㅒㅒㅒㅒㅒ ㅒㅒㅒㅒㅒㅒㅒㅒㅒNorth Carolina Chapter Membership and YG Director 
 
 Graduate Student
 North Carolina State University

2019 KSEA Regional Conference: Forging a Global Leadership in 
Science
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Chapter News
New York Metropolitan

The Northeast Regional Conference (NRC) is an annual meeting 
jointly hosted by KSEA New York Metropolitan Chapters (CP: Dr. 
Ohbong Kwon), New Jersey (CP: Dr. Nakjung Choi), and Philadelphia 
(CP: Dr. Albert Kim). The 28th NRC was held on March 23, 2019 
at Montclair State University, NJ. Partnered with several of KSEA-
affiliated professionals, this year’s NRC featured a wide array of 
sessions which highlighted its theme, “Diversity and Integration of 
Science and Technology.”

Distinguished leaders from diverse fields discussed the cutting-
edge advancements leading the next generation of science and 
engineering. Particularly, four invited plenary speakers, Dr. 
Eun-Suk Seo (Univ. of Maryland), Dr. Kyu Rhee (VP and CHO at 
IBM Corporation), Dr. Chongwoo Yu (FDA), and Prof. Jihoon Rim 
(NYU Stern Business School and former CEO of Kakao), shared 
their interesting works and challenges with (1) a cosmic ray 
experiment particularly for balloon borne and space based study, 
(2) artificial intelligence in the healthcare ecosystem, (3) Clinical 
Pharmacology in Drug Development, and (4) open conversation 
about Kakao story and what the young generation needs in order 
to prepare for their future career. Moreover, this year’s NRC had a 
total of 120 participants with the highest number of KSEA Young 
Generation (YG) members participating from diverse geographical 
backgrounds (from 10 different schools).

To accommodate the growing number of YG leaders, the YG Forum 
lead by Dr. Kwangsu Park (Icahn School of Medicine at Mount 
Sinai), which entered its 5th successful year, offered sessions on 
more diverse topics and networking sessions that maximized the 
participation of both current and new YG members encompassing 
undergraduate students, graduate students, pharmacy students, 
as well as young professionals. Specifically, this year, three 

independent sessions covered a variety of interests of the young 
generation, 1) Patent; knowing is seeing by Dr. Choe Yun, Lucas & 
Mercanti LLP, (2) Investment basics and current marker condition 
by Mr. Suhwan Steve Jeong form Citigold and Mr. Danny Kim from 
Citi personal wealth management, and (3) The next big move: 
Academia vs. Industry open discussion forum by Dr. Eun-Suk Seo, 
Dr. Chongwoo Yu, and Prof. Jihoon Rim. In addition, NRC officially 
partnered with the Andrew Kim Memorial Foundation to select its 
2nd fellows in the fields of life sciences and engineering lead by 
the Scholarship Committee Chair, Dr. Min Suk Kang and the Andrew 
Kim Memorial Foundation Founder & Executive Director, Mr. Paul 
Kim. Awardees were Dr. Howook Hwang (Columbia University), 
Heuijoon Park (Fred Hutchinson Cancer Research Center), Yoonhee 
Lee (Columbia University), Taewan Kim (Memorial Sloan Kettering 
Cancer Center), Youngwan Kim (Columbia University), and Tae-
Hyeon Shin (Univ. of Pennsylvania). Commemorating Andrew Jay-
Hoon Kim, an alumnus of the Columbia Engineering school and a 
victim of 9/11, this prestigious fellowship provided not only the 
financial support for young scientists and engineers to attend the 
conference but also a training opportunity to present and discuss 
their research achievements to a large group of audiences. 

Overall, the 28th NRC was an enormous success and further 
heightened its reputation in providing a social platform for fostering 
the professional development of KSEA members. The greater New 
York Metropolitan, New Jersey, and Philadelphia Chapters and YGs 
will continue to attract bright leaders who will further drive this 
advancement together in other future events as well.

 ㅒㅒㅒㅒㅒㅒㅒOHBONG KWON, PhD.
ㅒㅒㅒㅒㅒㅒㅒ ㅒㅒㅒㅒㅒㅒㅒㅒㅒNew York Metropolitan Chapter Presㅒㅒㅒㅒㅒㅒㅒㅒㅒㅒㅒㅒㅒㅒㅒㅒㅒㅒㅒident 
 
 Assistant Professor
 New York City College of Technology, CUNY

The 28th Northeast Regional Conference (NRC) 
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Chapter News
Southern California

The 29th SWRC was held on April 27 at the Chapman University 
School of Pharmacy. Its theme was “Data Driven Real World 
Problem Solving.” Speakers included professors and researchers 
from USC, UCLA, UCI, UC Riverside, Cal Poly Pomona, CSULA, UNLV, 
and leading experts from industry. 

For keynote speeches, we had two excellent speakers. Prof. Sharad 
Mehrotra from UC Irvine gave a wonderful talk about “Challenges 
in Scaling Privacy Enhancing Technologies to Campus Level IoT 
Testbed.” Dr. John Lee, Managing Director and Data Scientist at 
KPMG LLC, introduced “The Future Impact of Artificial Intelligence” 
from the perspective of top industrial consultants. Both provided 
wonderful introductions to the upcoming 4th industrial revolution 
with the Internet of Things and AI.

After the keynote speeches, ten presentations were given in three 
technical sessions; 1) Smart City, Architecture, Building Science, 
Civil Engineering, 2) Data in Medicine and Public Health, and 3) Data 
Science, Big Data, and Mathematics. Ten outstanding speakers were 
carefully selected and invited by the SWRC program committee to 
provide our members the state-of-the-art technology and technical 
trends, and they were very well received by the audience. We had 
a diverse group of speakers from academia, industry, hospital, 
government, startup, and entertainment. We were especially glad 
to have speakers from the San Diego Chapter (Dr. Sunghwan Cho) 
and the Las Vegas Chapter (Prof. Hokwon Cho).

This year, we had a special session, a student research presentation 
session where four students were selected to present their research 
in front of the audience. The students’ presentations were very well 
received and the audience was very impressed by the quality of the 
students’ research. The first prize ($5,000 cloud credit sponsored 
by the Oracle Cloud Innovation Accelerator program) went to 
Mr. Eugene Yoon, Ph.D. student at USC. We believe that this kind 

of opportunity for students to present their work in front of a big 
audience should continue in future events.  

As usual, a wonderful lunch was provided to all participants, 
including volunteers and guests. After lunch, there was a 
walkthrough tour of the Chapman University Pharmacy Lab. The 
Chapman University School of Pharmacy provided us a great 
conference venue with a big auditorium and several rooms. 
Associate Dean Keykavous Parang was very helpful in arranging 
the event and gave a congratulatory remark at the opening of the 
event.

The registered guests for SWRC was around 80 (including speakers 
and staff), and we are confident that the event was a success from 
the remarks received by our attendees. Specifically, the quality of 
research talks were highly regarded.

The closing session included acknowledgement of all KSEA-SC 
staff involved in preparing for the successful SWRC and a raffle 
for prizes. Thanks to the generous sponsorship from the Oracle 
Cloud Innovation Accelerator program, one lucky student received 
$5,000 cloud credit as the grand prize. Afterwards, we celebrated 
and continued our networking at a local restaurant where we 
socialized over delicious burgers and beer.

Impacts & Effects of the Event
Every year, the Korean-American Scientists and Engineers 
Association Southwestern Regional Conference (KSEA-SWRC) 
is well known for featuring top professionals and experts from 

29th Annual KSEA-SC Southwestern Regional Conference 
(SWRC)

SEON HO KIM, PhD
SWRC Program Chair
President Elect, KSEA-SC

Associate Director
University of Southern California



KSEA LETTERS  /  19  

industry, academia, and government agencies to promote 
open collaboration and education of the global scientific and 
technological advancements to make the world better and to create 
opportunities for the next generation by establishing networks 
and open communication among talented scientists and engineers 
globally in the United States and Korea. This year, our SWRC 
provided a forum for professionals and students (both Korean 
and Non-Koreans) to learn about current research occurring in 
their respective fields, while at the same time being introduced to 
research occurring in other disciplines. Thus, this year was truly a 
conference of diversity and significance that covered so many ways 
in which our scientists and experts are improving our communities 
through science and technology. Equally important, SWRC 
provided a platform for students to interact with each other and 
professionals, as well as hear of upcoming professional/leadership 
development and collaborative opportunities (e.g. Professional 
Development Forum, United States and Korean Conference). With 
many of our attendees being either undergraduate or graduate 
students, we believe that we successfully achieved this objective 
of our conference. 

Chapter News
Southern California
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Chapter News
North Texas

KSEA North Texas Fall Seminar 

KSEA North Texas Fall Seminar was held on October 27, 2018 
at the Korean Culture Center in Dallas, Texas. This  event was 
supported by the Korean-American Scientist and Engineer 
Association (KSEA) and the Korean Society of Dallas. Around 
60 professionals in Engineering, Biology, Medicine, and Ar-
chitecture attended this seminar and broaden their network 
with other scientists and engineers.  

The event was started with the introduction of the Chap-
ter President, Dr. Wooram Park (UT Dallas). In the opening 
remark, he commented on his 2018-2019 plan to promote 
new member recruiting, and collaboration with other local 
communities and former chapter officers. 

Two seminar speakers were invited. The first speaker was 
Dr. Won Hwa Kim who is currently an assistant professor 
in the Department of Computer Science and Engineering 
at University of Texas at Arlington. With his research back-
ground in graph theory, artificial intelligence, and machine 
learning, he talked about the fundamental research advanc-
es and application in Artificial Intelligence. Very active and 
constructive discussion with audiences were followed.

The second speaker was Mr. Brian Park, who has been work-
ing at American Airlines for 17 years as a senior analyst. Un-
der the seminar title “Project Management and Networking 
Skills,” he shared valuable experiences he obtained from 
his work. He discussed the major components in successful 
professionalism in the US focusing on the cultual difference 
between Korea and the US. His talk was especially beneficial 
for the audiences who are about to start their professional 
careers in the US. 

The two seminar talks were followed by a Korean Gold-bell 
style quiz event, which was planned to promote the attend-
ees’ networking and communications. Groups of three mem-
bers were formed, and competed against each other in the 
quiz event. One of the North Texas Chapter officer, Dr. Moon, 
organized this quiz event, and brought very interesting and 
intellectually entertaining problems ranging from math and 
science problems to questions about the seminar contents.

During the seminar event, the audiences were able to ob-
tain information about the KSEA SEED (the  Scientists and 
Engineers Early Career Development) program. One of the 
NT chapter officer, Dr. Tae-Youl Choi who is also the direc-
tor of the SEED program gave detailed information about 
the program and encouraged the participation especially for 
researchers and engineers from UT South Western Medical 
Center and nearby Universities. 

WOORAM PARK, PhD
North Texas Chapter President

Clinical Associate Professor
University of Texas at Dallas
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Chapter News
YG Summits

Event Location: New York, Chicago, Atlanta, Houston, LA     
Final Report Author(s) Name (Affiliation, Title/Position): Daegene Koh, YGD1; Clara Kim, YG National 
Board Chair; Soobin Park, YG National Board Director; Marcus Lee, YG National Board Director; Sungmin Bae, 
YG National Board Director; Elaine Kim, YG National Board Director; Seunghwan Allen Lee, YG National Board 
Director

YG Summits

Event Summary
The YG Regional Summits were a series of events launched 
for the first time this year. The summits aimed to develop 
regional networks among YG Group leaders and provide op-
portunities for the YG leaders to interact and discuss suc-
cesses and struggles of each YG groups. Each YG summit was 
catered to the needs of each region; for example, the Atlanta 
summit was catered towards sharing very basic knowledge 
regarding KSEA and YG activities, as most chapters in atten-
dance were new (established within the past 5 years). YG 
National Board directors were in attendance at each summit 
to facilitate discussions. 

New York, NY (9/22-23, 2018)
The summit was kicked off in New York, with 29 attendees 
assembling in Garrison, NY. The New York summit’s main 
event were chalkboard talks. Five volunteers gave a 5-min-
ute talk on their specialty using a dry erase board as a visual 
tool to help illustrate their points.

Presenters included: Jung Park, Neuroscience, Columbia 
University; Hyunsoo Lim, Dental, NYU; Joanne Lee, Biomed-
ical Engineering, Columbia University; Ben Lee, Radiology 
and Machine Learning, Weill Cornell; Kwangsoo Park, Phar-
macology, Mount Sinai

This was an effective way for participants to talk about their 
work in a concise way. Participants got a chance to develop 
their science communication skills. After the summits, par-
ticipants of this session gave feedback that it was really en-
gaging. After the presentations, smaller groups formed for 
follow-up discussions. 

In the meantime, YG chapter officers were given the time to 
learn how to effectively write KSEA budget proposals. With 
many experienced YG leaders in this region, attendees could 
learn from them on how to run successful chapters. 

The event overall was at a very strategic timing with other 
major NY KSEA events coming up such as Young Scientists’ 
Night, KMSO, the math and science olympiad coming up the 
following month. Having these social events, and especially a 
retreat away from the bustle of Manhattan, is really integral 
to the NY YG activities because everyone is always so busy 
and cramped in the city.

The YG Summits were an effective way to get out of town 
and bring the YG community, including officers, to build a 
cohesive community. 

Chicago, IL (10/6-7, 2018)
The Midwest YG Summit took place in Chicago. However, due 
to last minute complications regarding scheduling, we had 
a lower turnout than expected. The chapter representatives 
from University of Michigan and Purdue joined to discuss 
issues regarding KSEA. These issues included membership 
retention, lack of communication with grad chapters, in-
creasing diversity, and how to become a successful chapters. 

Purdue has a small and homogenous membership base and 
was also founded fairly recently. Contrarily to the Michigan 
chapter, which has one of the largest and most active mem-
bership bases. This allowed the two chapters to discuss and 
help each other with different issues they have been facing, 
particularly growing and how to prevent membership apa-
thy. Additionally, we also discussed how to best use KSEA to 
network and attend workshops.
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Chapter News
YG Summits

Atlanta, GA (10/20-21, 2018)
The YG Summits in Atlanta, GA happened in a beautiful lake 
house near the city. YG officers from North Carolina State 
University (NCSU), University of North Carolina-Chapel Hill 
(UNC), Georgia Tech, and Vanderbilt University joined to 
discuss leadership and engagement strategies to become a 
successful chapters. 

NCSU, UNC, and Vanderbilt University all have relatively 
new chapters, being established within the past 3 years. We 
learned that many of the officers were still unaware of the 
advantages and opportunities that KSEA can provide. The 
experienced YG members provided insight on communicat-
ing with their local KSEA chapters and participating in na-
tional KSEA events such as Ygnite, UKC, and SEED to maxi-
mize their career potential upon graduation.

Houston, TX (10/27-28, 2018)
The Houston YG Summits were launched in parallel to the 
Texas regional conference led by the South Texas regional 
chapter. Student officers of Texas A&M and University of 
Houston introduced their chapter and their current and 
future events. The Texas community is unique in that they 
have an APS called KONNECT, which is a young profession-
al networking platform. KONNECT members attended the 
regional conference and YG summit sessions to discuss the 
KSEA involvement opportunities beyond the YG level and 
how to utilize their local and national resources effective-
ly. The undergraduate students in attendance were largely 
unaware of KSEA opportunities beyond their local chapter. 
The YG National Board officers and the South Texas KSEA 
Chapter president helped to bridge this knowledge gap by 
providing resources and advice on how to maximize KSEA 
national programs. 

The first speaker was Dr. Yun Jae Koh, PhD, JD, who un-
derwent major career changes first from a PhD to a JD. He 
currently practices as a patent lawyer. Dr. Koh shared his 
considerations and thought process when undergoing this 
major career change. The session was interactive, with stu-
dents and young professionals asking questions on how to 
make this effective career transition. 

The next speaker was Dr. Alex Lee, who is well known to 
the KSEA community. Dr. Lee shared communication strat-
egies in the workplace, along with helpful career tips to be 
a successful candidate for promotion. Dr. Lee emphasized 
the principle of “act like you are already in the position,” and 
how to narrow the gap between our Korean mindset of work 
and what is expected in the American “Western” workplace. 
Overall, the Houston YG Summits were unique that it had a 
large number of young professionals in attendance. Through 
robust conversations along the topics of KSEA, career, and 

life choices, the YG Summit program helped the community 
grows more close-knit. 

Los Angeles, CA (11/3-4, 2018)
The regional summit in LA was joined by YG group officers 
of UCLA, USC, UCSD, UC Davis, and Harvey Mudd College. 
The chapter presidents shared what they are doing as a YG 
group to increase publicity and attract members, as well as 
their chapter development plan and goals on how to make 
their chapters more successful. 

Most YG groups were balanced in their number of social and 
academic events. Most academic events were mentorship 
programs with professors and young professionals among 
various areas of STEM. The YG groups in the California region 
shared the common goals of providing more networking op-
portunities within their school and outside of their school to 
provide useful career tips to each other and motivate each 
other for success. They also shared a goal of increasing pres-
ence on campus through various methods such as utilizing 
social media and creating balanced activities between social 
and academic events. 

The YG leaders expressed their interests in what they want 
to gain from being a part of KSEA. They called for oppor-
tunities for YGs to be connected to the KSEA national level 
by being provided resources for local young professionals 
and helping them understand the resources around them. 
YG National Board aims to help YG Groups achieve this goal 
by serving as their direct resource for YG-related events and 
opportunities. 
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KOTAA

In January 2019, during the Annual 
Transportation Research Board (TRB) 
Meeting, Korean Transportation Association 
in America (KOTAA) hosted its 14th annual 
meeting attended by more than 100 
participants across from all sectors (e.g., 
academia, public, and private sectors).  

The KOTAA annual meeting was divided into 
two major sessions: Technical Session and 
General Session. During the Technical session, 
a total of 31 graduate students had a venue 
to present their research activities as well as 
explore other research topics.  

These graduate students are indeed KOTAA 
Travel Grant Recipients selected based on 
their academic performance and paper 
contribution to the TRB meeting. 

During the General Session, several 
presentations were shown. KSEA’s President-
Elect Dr. Jun Seok Oh (Western Michigan 
University) announced the upcoming UKC 
2019 (https://ukc.ksea.org/ukc2019/) 
while Dr. Hosin David Lee (The University of 
Iowa) introduced the 서울연구원 (https://
www.si.re.kr/) and International Conference 
on Smart Cities (http://icsc2019.org/
conference-overview/). 

Both presenters highly encouraged KOTAA 
members’ participation in the above-
mentioned conferences. Several agencies (
대한교통학회, 국토연구원) also had time to 
share their own job opportunities. The KOTAA 
annual meeting ended with a network dinner 
where over 100 participants were able to 
expand their social and professional circles. 
KOTAA’s annual meeting was sponsored by 
KSEA and 대한교통학회. 

SERI PARK, PhD
KOTAA President 

Associate Professor
Villanova University

Korean Transportation Association in America (KOTAA) Annual Meeting
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Korean-American Association for Geospatial 
and Environmental Sciences (KAGES) is a 
non-profit organization as well as one of 
the chapters of KSEA. The mission of KAGES 
is to foster the following for Korean or 
Korean-American students, scientists and 
professionals in the geospatial-technical 
and environmental science fields. KAGES 
aims to support students developing their 
career successfully through education and 
research, support members developing 
research, teaching and services, and promote 
interactions between South-Korea and USA 
in geospatial technology and environmental 
science fields.

Recently, KAGES had its 2019 
Annual General Meeting at 
Omni Shoreham Hotel in 
Washington, D.C.  in April. The 
event was hosted by 2018-
2019 KAGES board members. 
The goals of the event 
included: 1) to recruit new 
members of KAGES and KSEA; 
2) to promote networking 
opportunities among scholars 
and students from United 
States, South Korea, and 
other countries in related 

disciplines of geography and environmental 
sciences; and 3) to encourage KAGES student 
members to strengthen their activities of 
research and career development through 
awards, scholarships, KAGES-hosted AAG 
forums, and mentoring services. The meeting 
was announced in March 2019 through KAGES 
website and LinkedIn.

Organizing committee of the event include: 
Drs. Hyowon Ban (Interim President, 
California State University, Long Beach), 
Kyung In Huh (California State Polytechnic 
University, Pomona), Sunhui Sim (University 
of North Alabama), HyeJin Yoon (University 
of Wisconsin-Milwaukee), Injeong Jo (Texas 
State University, San Marcos), Misun Hur (East 
Carolina University), Sanglim Yoo (Ball State 

University), Hosuk Lee (University of North 
Georgia), Byung Yun Yang (DePaul University) 
(Board Members), and Jinwoo Park (Student 
Board Member, Texas A&M University).
Fifty-four participants including twenty 
professionals and thirty-four students from 
the U.S., South Korea, and other countries 
registered for the event. During the General 
Meeting, the KAGES members had reports 
of KAGES activities during 2018-2019, 
scholarship awards and ceremonies, and 
elections and appointments of new KAGES 
board members. During the scholarship 
ceremonies, KAGES awarded 2019 Sim Travel 
Award, KSEA Student Paper Award, and KGS 
Student Paper Awards. Six student members 
received the awards this year. KAGES elected 
a new Vice President, two new regular 
Board Members, and a new Student Board 
Member for 2019-2020. KAGES student board 
members have provided many services in 
communicating with KAGES student members 
since 2015.

Following the previous year, KAGES hosted 
two Young Korean Scholar Forums on the 
same day of the General Meeting. During 
the Forums, KAGES had a Mentoring Session 
where mentors (professional members) and 
mentees (student members) had introduced 
each other and shared their stories related to 
career developments. Nine pairs of a mentor 
and a mentee from various regions including 
Michigan, North Carolina, Texas, Florida, 
Ohio, Massachusetts, and China participated 
at the Mentoring Session. The pairs will 
continue online communication for a year to 
keep sharing know-hows of research, career 
developments, and life.

Dinner of KAGES members followed after the 
General Meeting. Participants enjoyed a raffle 
prize event as one of activities of membership 
drive. Thanks to the KSEA support, the KAGE 
General Meeting was successfully done this 
year, too. KAGES looks forward to the next 
General Meeting in 2020.  

SUNHUI SIM. PhD
KAGES President

Associate Professor
University of North Alabama

Geospatial and Environmental Sciences (KAGES) General Meeting
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We had a conversation with KWiSE LA Presi-
dent, Dr. Jay Kim.
The 13th KWiSE Annual Conference was held in 
Biola University on May 4th. This year’s themes 
were “Applied Science for Human Health” and 
“Leadership/Mentoring”.  The KWiSE Westcoast 
Annual Conference aims not only to provide an 
opportunity to build strong connections and 
solidarity among the current members, but also 
to seek and welcome new women professionals 
who can serve as mentors and role models for 
younger students. We thank you all for partici-
pating in our ambitious mission.

 Who attended this conference?
We had a lot of students, including high school-
ers who are interested in the STEM field and 
graduate/undergraduate students from CalTech, 
USC, UCLA, UC Riverside, Biola University, Po-
mona University et al. Our members are from 
variety fields, including healthcare, engineering, 
pharmaceutical, patent law, bioengineering, etc.

What was this year’s theme? 
This year’s theme was “Applied Science for Hu-
man Health”. We carefully selected relevant lec-
tures to present to our scientific community. 
The main question we asked was: how will sci-
entific progress and development contribute to 
human health? Our speakers were chosen after 
well-thought processing by the committee. Our 
guests included the Cancer Center Director from 
Cedars-Sinai Medical Center, faculty members 
from UC Riverside, biotech researchers, and IT 
CEOs. Research trends in their field and career 
advice were shared with all attendees. 

Tell me about invited speakers and their lec-
tures
Our first speaker was Prof. Diane Woodbridge, 
who is an assistant professor in the data scienc-
es program at the University of San Francisco. 
Her specialties include database management 
systems, data fusion, and data mining. Prof. 
Woodbridge’s talk was on a scalable smart-
watch-based medication adherence system that 
would provide accurate real-time management 
of medication compliance. 

Our second speaker was Prof. Nosang Vincent 
Myung, who is the current director for the UC-
KIMS Center for Innovative Materials for Ener-
gy and the Environment and co-director for the 
Winston Chung Global Energy Center. He re-
ceived his PhD in chemical engineering at UCLA 
and worked as part of the engineering staff at 
NASA Jet Propulsion Laboratory for several 
years. His talk focused on high-density chemical 
sensor arrays. 

The third speaker was Prof. Dan Theodorescu, 
who is the current director of the Samuel Oschin 
Comprehensive Cancer Institute at Cedars-Sinai 
Medical Center. Prof. Theodorescu’s work focus-
es on three core areas: 1) precision medicine, 
2) use of “big data” to solve difficult research or 
treatment questions, and 3) population health. 
His opening keynote address was on translating 
biology into therapies against human cancer. 

Our fourth talk was titled, “Navigating Drug Dis-
covery Career Pathway”, and was given by Dr. 
Eun Jeong Yoo, an industrial expert in pharma-
ceuticals. She is currently an in vivo pharmacol-
ogist at Wuxi Apptec, one of the largest contact 
research organizations, and is focusing on pre-
clinical drug development for immune therapy. 

The fifth speaker was Dr. Minjung Kim, an As-
sistant Professor of University of South Florida, 
an animal model expert for melanoma research. 
Her talk was titled, “Discovery of novel melano-
ma targets: Comparative genomics approach”. 

The final and closing keynote speaker was Prof. 
Paul W. Ferguson, the Dean of the School of Sci-
ence, Technology, and Health at Biola University. 
He also serves as a professor in toxicology at Bi-
ola. His talk was on how to develop leaders in the 
STEM field with passion and purpose. 

Who were involved in conference committee?
The conference committee consisted of two 
co-chairs and three staff members. The two co-
chairs were Prof. Jayoung Kim, the current presi-
dent of KWiSE Los Angeles, and Prof. Hyuna Lee, 
the current vice president of KWiSE Los Angeles. 
Prof. Kim is an active principal investigator and 
associate professor at Cedars-Sinai Medical Cen-

JAYOUNG KIM, PhD
KWiSE LA President 

Professor
Cedars-Sinai Medical Center, 
UCLA

KWiSE - LA

ㅒㅒㅒㅒㅒREBEKAH JULIE PARK
KWiSE LA Member

Rice University
Director and Mentor at 4S 
Education Foundation
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ter and UCLA. Prof. Lee serves as part of the BIOS Research 
Committee Chair and is also conducting her own research at 
Biola. The morning session chair was Prof. Eun Jung Chae, 
who is currently an assistant professor in the department of 
mechanical and aerospace engineering at CSULB. The men-
toring session chair was Dr. Janet Hur, the CEO and co-found-
er of Millibatt, Inc. The support team chair was Gayeoun 
Kim, a recent B.S. graduate and researcher at the Doheny 
Eye Institute. 

What was the most interesting lecture to KWiSE mem-
bers? 
“Driving research to realize powerful treatments and exqui-
site care for patients facing cancer.” This vision guides Dr. 
Dan Theodorescu as he leads an integrated team of inves-
tigators and physicians to identify creative approaches that 
will shape modern cancer care. His mission focuses on three 
core areas: precision medicine to personalize treatments; 
“big data” to solve difficult research and treatment ques-
tions; and population health ideas to improve the lives of 
our patient community. His talk was about translating biolo-
gy into therapies of human cancer, and was well received by 
KWiSE members.

APS News
KWISE-LA

Group Photo

Dong Hee Kim, CS Korean Community coordinator; Dr. Rachel Chang, CS clinical fellow, Dr. Dan Therodores-
cu (Director of CS SOCCI), Dr. Jay Kim (CS, Dept. of Surgery)
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The 2019 KWiSE New York/New Jersey 
Chapter Regional Conference was held on 
Saturday, the 4th of May, 2019 at Montclair 
State University. Under the theme of “For 
Women in Life Science,” this year’s conference 
featured three scholars from the fields of 
Environmental and Occupational Health, 
Family Science and Human Development, 
and Psychology. The organizers were Drs. 
HeaYeon Lee (Founder/CEO of Mara-
Nanotech New York, Inc.), Sung Eun Choi 
(Associate Professor, Queens College), Yeon, 
Bai (Associate Professor, Montclair State 
University), and Yuen Mi Cheon (Postdoctoral 
Fellow, Fordham University). A total of 13 
members were in attendance. 

This year’s conference started with the 
greetings of the new Chapter President 
Dr. HeaYeon Lee. In her greetings, Dr. Lee 
emphasized one of the missions of KWiSE 
New York/New Jersey chapter to support 
one another for the pursuit of both personal 
and professional excellence and happiness. 
For the pursuit of this goal, a member 
introduction session was held in a roundtable 
setting. During this session, each member 
had a chance to introduce themselves to 
the group and share any updates about 
both their personal and professional 
lives. Topics covered a wide range of life 
experiences, including changes in work 
settings, professional achievement, academic 
interests, family transitions, immigration, 
marriage and children, just to name a few. 

Next, the three speakers took turns to present 
on their respective topics. The first speaker 
was Dr. Mingzhu Fang, Assistant Professor 
in the Department of Environmental and 
Occupational Health at the School of Public 
Health, Rutgers, and The State University 
of New Jersey. The title of her presentation 
was “Adverse Impact of Night-Shift Work 
and Light-at-Night on Breast Cancer Risk.” 
Various research methods and the roles 
of sleep, light and circadian rhythm were 
actively discussed amongst the members. 
The second speaker was Dr. Soyoung Lee, 

Associate Professor in the Department of 
Family Science and Human Development 
at Montclair State University. Dr. Lee’s 
presentation was an interactive session titled, 
“Reflective Discussion on Cultural Sensitivity 
as Human Services Professionals.” Through 
various activities, such as “community maps” 
and “the penny story,” the members had a 
chance to reflect on their biases, appreciate 
diversity, and getting to know one another 
at a deeper level. Bringing the prior two 
presentations—one on sleep and the other 
one on diversity—together, in the third 
presentation, Dr. Yuen Mi Cheon discussed 
on the topic of “Ethnic/Racial Disparities 
in Children’s Sleep: Possible Causes, 
Consequences, and Solutions.” During this 
talk, issues regarding diversity, ethnic/
racial discrimination experiences, and how 
they may impact children and adolescents’ 
sleep were discussed along with innovative 
contemporary research methods to measure 
various aspects of sleep and biomarkers. The 
new and the old members varying in age 
and academic disciplines enthusiastically 
engaged in discussions, generating potential 
interdisciplinary research ideas.

After the three presentations and discussions, 
all of the members took a group photo together 
and went out for lunch. Conversations on 
both personal and professional lives as well 
as discussions on potential research ideas 
continued throughout the lunch time and 
the following tea time. Upon the completion 
of the conference, one of the members 
remarked, “It was a great time spent with 
good people. I feel supported by the time we 
shared together during the conference.” A 
visiting undergraduate student from Korea 
also commented, “Thank you for making 
my time today so meaningful! It was an 
unforgettable experience!” 
 

KWiSE - NY / NJ

APS News
KWISE-NY/NJ
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2019 KWiSE Southeast Chapter Annual Conference 

The 9th Annual Conference of the KWiSE 
Southeast Chapter was held on Saturday, May 
18, 2019 at the Gwinnett Convention and Vis-
itors Bureau. Registration began at 9:30AM 
with coffee and snack provided. Dr. Mihyeon 
Jeon, the president of the KWiSE Southeast 
Chapter, welcomed everyone and briefly in-
troduced the purpose of the KWiSE annual 
conference. She introduced Dr. Hey-Kyoung 
Lee, the president of the KWiSE Headquarter 
(Johns Hopkins University), who provided his-
tory and latest activities in chapters around 
the nation. Every attendee then had a chance 
to introduce themselves to the group before 
the program began in order to promote effec-
tive networking throughout the event.

As the program began, 
the Professor Hey-Kyo-
ung Lee (Johns Hopkins 
University) came up 
again to provide a key-
note speech focusing on 
her career and ongoing 
research, “My journey 
through Memory Lane: 
How Our Experience 
Shapes Our Brain.” In 
addition to demonstrat-
ing her experiments 

on how memories formed and how sensory 
experience shape our brain, she blended her 
personal experience and challenges on work-
life balance as a working woman. As the first 
speaker of the research session, Professor 
Hyesung Park (Georgia Gwinnett College) 
provided her talk on “Information Technology 
Education – Adaptive Learning System.” She 
presented on how to engage undergraduate 
students in learning successfully by adap-
tive learning systems with authentic real-life 
experience hands-on projects. Dr. Eunseon 
Ahn (Emory University) then presented on 
“Role of PD-1 during Effector CD8 T Cell Dif-
ferentiation.” Based on her experiments with 
the spleens, livers, and lungs of mice, she dis-
cussed that PD-1 is needed for the generation 
of long-lived memory CD8 T cells. 

The research session was recessed for a net-
working lunch and group photo time. The 
attendees gathered around based on their 
research/career interests and continued con-
versations during lunch. After lunch, Professor 
Young Rae Shim (Georgia Gwinnett College) 
continued research discussion on “Accultur-
ation, Psychological Distress, and Cultural 
Adjustment Difficulties among Korean Ameri-
cans.” She introduced the concept of “accultur-
ation” in multiculturalism, women, and identi-
ty conflict among adolescents and emphasized 
the importance of counseling to release stress. 
Professor Jeoung Soo Lee (Clemson Universi-
ty) then talked about “Multi-functional Poly-
meric Nanocarrier for Combinatorial Therapy 
of Bioactive Molecules.” She demonstrated the 
development of biomaterial-based drug/gene 
delivery system for site- specific of bioactive 
molecules designed to alleviate pathological 
conditions and promote functional tissue re-
generation. 

After the research session was concluded, Dr. 
Mihyeon Jeon briefly reviewed the KWiSE SE 
Chapter 2018-2019 activities. She presented a 
Certificate of Appreciation along with a small 
gift to the speakers and expressed gratitude to 
the committee members including Dr. Sohyun 
Park (CDC), Professor Hyesung Park (Geor-
gia Gwinnett College), and Dr. Sung-Sil Moon 
(CDC). Dr. Jeon concluded the conference by 
presenting an Outstanding Leadership Award 
to the former president and senior advisor, Dr. 
Sung-Sil Moon, in recognition of her fine lead-
ership and extraordinary dedication during 
her tenure as the president and the officers 
in the preceding years. The conference was 
adjourned, and a group of attendees actively 
continued their networking and conversa-
tions at a local coffee shop. The KWiSE board 
members, the KWiSE Headquarter president, 
and a couple of speakers gathered again for a 
debriefing dinner and congratulated the suc-
cessful event while continuing conversations 
on a diverse topic.

MIHYEON (CHRISTY) JEON, PhD
KWiSE Southeast Chapter President

Supervising Planner/Engineer
WSP
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The 2019 KASBP Spring Symposium was anoth-
er great success!

The 2019 Korean-American Society in Biotech 
and Pharmaceuticals (KASBP) Spring Sympo-
sium was successfully held at the Sheraton Ed-
ison Hotel Raritan Center, New Jersey on May 
31st and June 1st  (Fri-Sat). KASBP hosted this 
symposium with Hanmi, Yuhan, GC Pharma, and 
SK Biopharmaceuticals under the main theme 
of “Drug Discovery and Development – From 
Bench to Commercialization.” Like in previous 
years, many people attended the symposium, in-
cluding under- and graduate students, faculties, 
research scientists, and healthcare professionals 
from small and large biotechnology and pharma-
ceutical companies as well as prestigious univer-
sities and academic research institutions in both 
Korea and the US.

The job fair was opened on Friday, prior to the 
symposium as a pre-event where several major 
Korean pharmaceutical companies and research 
institutes had an opportunity to interview highly 
qualified applicants who are currently pursuing 
their Ph.D. or conducting research in the US. 

The main event on Friday was moderated by Dr. 
Wooseok Han, the executive director of KASBP. 
The opening remark was given by Dr. Sean Kim, 
the president of KASBP, who described the histo-
ry of KASBP as well as its missions for the pres-
ent and future. He then officially commenced 
the symposium by introducing both ceremonial 
and scientific programs during the symposium. 
This year, Dr. Mooje Sung, the vice-president of 
KASBP presented Dr. Sechang Kwon, the presi-
dent of Hanmi Pharmaceuticals with the KASBP 
Appreciation Award for his long dedication to 
the drug discovery and development in Korea 
and his long-standing support for KASBP com-
munity. 

Then, the keynote speech followed the ceremo-
ny. Dr. Young-Chun Moon, one of the founders of 
KASBP and currently the vice president of PTC 
Therapeutics, gave a lecture on drug discov-
ery through targeting RNA. He summarized his 
long journey as a drug discovery scientist and 
reviewed the current progress of RNA-based 

therapy development. His lecture helped the 
audience more clearly understand where the 
development of RNA-based therapeutics is and 
where it goes to be accepted until accepted as an 
efficacious and safe modality. 

The first day of the symposium was concluded 
with a group networking session, where the at-
tendees were divided into seven areas of inter-
est (immuno-oncology/immune diseases, gene 
therapy, pharmacy, respiratory/cardiovascular/
neuro-degenerative, chemistry, business de-
velopment/legal, and pharmacodynamics and 
pharmacokinetics) and discussed current trends 
on the respective research areas. In parallel, the 
KASBP YG (young generation) group also intro-
duced their activities to the audience, particular-
ly regarding the mentor-mentee program that 
has been successfully run in past years. 
  
The second day of the symposium started with 
breakfast and a short greeting by Dr. Stephen 
Suh, the president-designate of KASBP. Two 
scientific sessions were prepared to show the 
cutting-edge research by six speakers through-
out the day. Between the sessions, there was a 
fellowship award ceremony for postdoctoral 
fellows and Ph.D. students for their excellent re-
search as well as presentations from our major 
sponsors for this symposium. After all these ses-
sions were completed, a very special time was 
planned as the post-symposium event, where 
field experts introduced critical points to con-
sider for a successful IND.  

During the first scientific session moderated by 
Dr. Yonghoon Oh, the KASBP-Philadelphia chap-
ter president, Dr. Min-Jong Kang at Yale Universi-
ty School of Medicine introduced his research on 
the potential role of mitochondria in chronic ob-
structive pulmonary disease (COPD). This seems 
to be a very interesting shift of the perspective of 
the disease onset and progress of COPD, which 
can lead to a more effective therapeutic develop-
ment for the disease. The second speaker was Dr. 
Jeong Woo Cho from SK Biopharmaceuticals. SK 
Biopharmaceuticals is probably one of the Kore-
an bio-pharma companies who have successful-
ly grown in terms of size and quality. He exem-
plified several cases of SK Biopharmaceuticals’ 

HYUNJIN (GENE) SHIN, PhD
KASBP Director

Senior Scientist
Takeda Pharmaceuticals

KASBP 2019 Spring Symposium
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continuing efforts for drug development. Dr. Dennis Kim at 
Emerald Health Services served as the last speaker of the 
first scientific session. Dr. Kim also told the audience about 
a very interesting and unique area of drug development, 
endocannabinoid and cannabis research. It was meaningful 
to include Dr. Kim’s presentation in the sense that we could 
hear about the research area where natural substances are 
studied for treatment development.  

The second scientific session was moderated by Dr. Nam 
Chul Kim, the KASBP-DC chapter president. Dr. Hyunsun Jo 
at Pin Therapeutics opened the session by introducing his 
company’s technologies of degrading target proteins. Un-
like other conventional small-molecule- or antibody-based 
therapies, Pin Therapeutics’ products can inhibit proteins 
known to be undruggable. Next, Dr. Youngsoo Kim at Io-
nis Pharmaceuticals reviewed the current development of 
RNA-targeting-based therapies, particularly focusing on the 
use of antisense oligonucleotide for cancer treatment.  The 
accurate measurement of Pharmacodynamiocs (PD), Phar-
cokinetics (PK), and anti-drug antibody (ADA) is important 
in successful drug development. Dr. Hanjo Lim at Genentech 
spoke of assays that could help for better problem identi-
fication and decision making and discussed reagents used 
for such assays by pointing out potential issues and possible 
troubleshooting.  

The fellowship award ceremony was held during the 
symposium, and a total of 10 awardees received fellow-
ships from KASBP-Hanmi (3 awardees), KASBP-Yuhan (3 
awardees), KASBP-GC Pharma (2 awardees), and KASBP-
SK (2 awardees). All awardees were given a podium for a 
short oral presentation to highlight their research. During 
lunch time, a number of posters from the awardees as well 
as other researchers from renowned academic and research 

institutions were displayed. Symposium attendees had the 
opportunity to visit, raise questions, and participate in ac-
tive discussions with the poster presenters. 

In the session for sponsor presentations, our main sponsors, 
Yuhan, Hanmi, GC Pharma, and Bridge Bio, shared with sym-
posium attendees their current status, vision, culture, and 
enthusiasm for open collaboration. This gave a chance to 
understand where major Korean pharmaceutical companies 
are standing now and heading towards in the future. 

After all the scientific sessions successfully ended, a special 
event was held for registered participants along with a din-
ner networking. For this event, three renowned experts re-
garding IND were invited as panelists enclosing regulatory, 
DMPK, and safety aspects of the process. The three panelists 
walked the attendees through critical factors that they must 
know for successful IND. 

To summarize, the spring symposium provided a wonderful 
opportunity for the attendees to follow up on cutting-edge 
technologies and scientific findings in a very broad range 
of drug, discovery, and development activities. This event 
also offered a chance to build a strong network between 
Korean-American scientists across their research areas and 
generations since participants could grow beyond their 
boundaries by learning from each other regardless of their 
expertise or age. Moreover, the symposium proved its value 
by serving as a platform to make true impact on pharma-
ceutical industry beyond a mere ordinary scholastic event 
by hosting an arena. This wonderful two-day festival for 
pharmaceutical and bio-industrial professionals ended with 
a promise that participants will meet again at the next sym-
posium, which will be held in the spring of 2020 back in Bos-
ton, Massachusetts. 

APS News
KASBP
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Soojung Claire Hur is the Clare Boothe Luce 
Assistant Professor in the Department 
of Mechanical Engineering and holds a 
secondary appointment as an assistant 
professor of oncology at Johns Hopkins 
University. She received her B.S., M.S., and 
Ph.D. in Mechanical Engineering from UCLA 
in 2005, 2007, and 2011, respectively. After 
her doctoral training, she joined the Rowland 
Institute at Harvard University as one of two 
Rowland Fellows in September 2011 with five 
years of research funding. Before joining Johns 
Hopkins University, she managed the clinical 
studies funded by Vortex Biosciences, Inc. as 
an assistant researcher at UCLA Department 
of Bioengineering. She has won numerous 
awards and scholarships, including the 
Edward K. Rice Outstanding Doctoral Student 
award, HSSEAS academic scholarship, MAE 
department’s Chevron scholarship, UCLA 
Dean’s special fellowship, the 2018 inaugural 
Johnson and Johnson WiSTEM2D scholar 
award, and the School of Engineering Faculty 
Award at the 2018 Johns Hopkins Department 
of Medicine Research Retreat. She co-authored 
14 peer-reviewed journals, including three 
articles featured as journal covers, 40+ 
conference proceedings, 3 US patents, and two 
international patents.

How has KSEA helped your career?

I believe that one can succeed beyond their 
limit when they have a role model who they 
can identify with to emulate and aspire to be. 
Ever since I joined KSEA as an undergraduate 
student volunteer in 2004, I was surrounded 
by fellow KSEA members, great role models, 
and talented peers, who “look” like me. 
Thanks to a broad spectrum of scientific and 
engineering backgrounds of KSEA members, I 
was always able to find mentors, with whom 
I could seek advice on how to overcome the 
challenges I was facing and peers who support 
me, challenge my ideas with constructive 
criticisms, and advance career and leadership 
together with me. The immense professional 
network that I was able to build in KSEA was 
most beneficial for my career advancement.

You received the inaugural Johnson & 
Johnson Women in STEM2D (WiSTEM2D) 
Scholars Award. As a female scientist, 
please share your story about the meaning 
of the award and your achievements.

The award provided me not only pivotal 
financial support to initiate an exciting 
new research direction but also unique and 
valuable visibility and recognition to recruit, 
teach, and serve as a role model for female high 
school, undergraduate, and graduate students 
aspiring to careers in science and engineering.

What is/was your primary motivation for 
your accomplishments?

Creating innovative and practical instruments 
for cancer research has been the most satisfying 
aspect of being a mechanical engineer for me. 
An engineer working to pursue ingenious 
breakthroughs in this field should have a 
sound fundamental foundation, be fearless of 
failures, develop skill sets through hands-on 
experiences, and be self-motivated to identify 
and solve important problems. I strongly 
believe that great technology becomes feasible 
when the developer truly understands the 
significance of the problem and that he or 
she should be fully dedicated and persistent 
in reaching the goal. One of the major factors 
that ignited my passion in this field was during 
my second year of doctorate training when 
my dear cousin Paul lost his 8-year fight to 

Interview with Ms. Claire Hur

CLAIRE HUR, PhD

Clare Boothe Luce Assistant Professor
Johns Hopkins University

Member  Corner
Interview #4
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colorectal cancer at the age of 41. Paul was a doctor and a role 
model for me when I was growing up, and more importantly, 
a close friend. The pain of losing him had a profound effect 
on me, and my firsthand experience as a family member of 
a terminally ill cancer patient had radically transformed 
my research focus from nanostructure characterizations 
using MEMS technology to creating practical biomedical 
instruments, aiding the rapid advancement of cancer 
research. If my work can help diagnose or help find a cure to 
save or extend cancer patients’ life, then I know I am doing 
what I had set out to do.

What advice do you have for students that may have 
come to the United States from outside the country?

Unfamiliarity always provokes discomforting uneasiness. 
But, outstanding innovations often require the outsider who 
is capable of looking at a problem from a different angle and 
thinking outside the box. Remember you have a lot to offer 
to diversify the culture of the U.S. Embrace your unique-
ness and transform your “non-mainstreamness” into your 
strength. 

Member  Corner
Interview #4
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KSEA SPONSORS

Diamond Level 
Sponsors

Contribute to KSEA.  Visit our website at www.ksea.org to renew your member-
ship or join KSEA. You may also support KSEA through a donation, as KSEA is a 501(c)
(3) non-profit organization and your contributions are tax deductible.  

If you wish to send a check, please make your check payable to KSEA and mail the 
check to the following address:
KSEA
1952 Gallows Road, Suite 300
Vienna, VA 22182

Advertise with KSEA. You can reach more than 5,000 KSEA members and 100 
organizations both in the U.S. and in Korea. Your contribution supports our non-profit 
activities. For advertisements, email sejong@ksea.org.

Become a UKC Sponsor. We have various sponsorship opportunities to support 
several areas of the event. Your support of the conference helps keep the event afford-
able for all participants. For inquiries and a full sponsorship brochure, email sejong@
ksea.org.

Sponsor
Guidelines
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Korean-American scientists & engineers here in the United States.

Professional Association Meeting

 US-Korea Joint Meeting

KAIST-KUSCO S&T Policy Workshop
Workshop for Korean R&D Managers
and Administrators
S&T Innovative Infrastructure
Development Program

NOAA-MOF JPA Program

Developing Infrastructur
for S&T Professionals

KUSCO Programs are composed of three categories; 
Nurturing Human Resource & Exchage, 
Strengthening S&T Cooperation, 
and Developing Infrastructure for 
S&T Professionals.

1952 Gallows Rd, Suite104, Vienna, VA 22182             WWW.KUSCO.ORG             703-893-9772
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Hyundai is a registered trademark of Hyundai Motor Company. All rights reserved. ©2018 Hyundai Motor America.

Meet the first-ever 
Hyundai KONA.
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DIRECTORS COMMITTEE (47TH ADMINISTRATION)
President:  Stephen Suh, Diagnocine
 (O) 240-426-8417, ksea47psuh@gmail.com
President-Elect: Jun-Seok Oh, Western Michigan Unversity 
 (O) 269-276-3216, ksea47peoh@gmail.com
Vice President (VP1): Tae (Tom) Oh, Rochester Institute of Technology
 (O) 585-475-7642, ksea47vp1oh@gmail.com
Vice President (VP2): Soolyeon Cho, North Carolina State University
 (O) 919-513-8061, ksea47vp2cho@gmail.com
Executive Director: Changsoo Nam, North Carolina State University
 (O) 919-515-8140, ksea47ednam@gmail.com
Finance Director: Jun Ho Shin, Queens Community College
 (O) 718-631-6255, ksea47fdshin@gmail.com
Headquarter Operations Director: Sang Mok Chung, Food and Drug Administration
  (O) 301-424-4571, ksea47hodchung@gmail.com
IT and Public Relations Director: Sam Chung, City University of Seattle
 (O) 206-239-4855, ksea47itprd@gmail.com
IT-Industry Support Director: Ryan Chung, XINNO
 (O) 201-489-7373, ksea47ryan@gmail.com 
NonProfit Org. Development Director: Sung-Ju Kim, North Carolina State University
 (O) 919-515-9313, skim67@ncsu.edu
Membership Director: Do-Gyoon Kim, Ohio State University
 (O) 614-247-8089, ksea47md1kim@gmail.com
Research and Development Director: Donghoon Yoon, University of Arkansas
 (O) 404-712-9654, ksea47sdjo@gmail.com
Sponsorship Director: Hanjoong Jo, Emory University and Georgia Institute of Tech.
 (O) 404-712-9654, ksea47sejo@gmail.com
Education Director: Jiyoon Yoon, University of Texas at Arlington
   (O) 972-730-5197, jiyoon.yoon@gmail.com
Technical Group Director: Young-sup Yoon, Emory University
 (O) 404-727-8176, yyoon5@emory.edu 
CH/APS Web Development Director: Min Suk Kang, Columbia University
 (O) 201-747-4341, biomsk2107@gmail.com
SEED Project Director: Taeyul Choi, University of North Texas
 (O) 469-525-3480, ksea47sdchoi@gmail.com
KEIT Project Director: Joseph Jinlee Kim, California State University. Long Beach
 (O) 714-399-5426, jin5176@gmail.com
PDF Project Director: Steve Moon, Silicon Valley HiTech Company
 (O) 408-202-6302, ksea47pdfmoon@gmail.com
KAST Project Director: Sung-Ung Kang, Johns Hopkins University
 (O) 443-540-7829, sungung.kang@gmail.com
KOFAC Project Director: Dugan Um, Texas A&M University, Corpus Christi
 (O) 512-785-0465, dugan.um@tamucc.edu
Entrepreneurship/LG Director: Kyeong Ho Yang, Dialogic/KITEE
 (O) 732-216-6280, vp.kitee@gmail.com
Publication Director 1: Ryuhwa Stella Kim, Data Services Company
 (O) 213-332-8251, ksea47pd1kim@gmail.com
Publication Director 2: Jonathan Young Kim, CSX Technology
 (O) 904-633-4481, ksea47pd2kim@gmail.com
Publication Director 3: Kyu Hwan Han, Antenna & Microwave Eng. Viasat
 (O) 678-924-2579, ksea47pd3han@gmail.com
Publication Director 4: Young Eun Choi, Northrop Brumman Innovation
 (O) 703-406-5849, ksea47pd4choi@gmail.com
YG/YP Executive Director: Sun Min Jung, Boeing
 (O) 703-626-7156, ksea47ygypjung@gmail.com
YGD 1-YG/YP Chapter Development Director: Daegene Koh, Stanford University
 (O) 310-933-7779, ksea47ygd1koh@gmail.com
YGD 2- YGTLC Director: Katherine Cho, UCLA
 (O) 702-286-3313, ksea47ygd2cho@gmail.com

HEADQUARTERS STAFF
IT Staff: Jongsung You, 703-748-1221, it@ksea.org
Finance Manager: Kelly Han, 703-748-1221, finance@ksea.org
Admin Manager: Euna Yoon, 703-748-1221, hq@ksea.org
Associate Project Manager: Hye Won Cho, 703-748-1221, database@ksea.org

AUDITORS
Haejung An, 626-616-6524, haejung.an@gmail.com 
Sung Woo Kim, 919-513-1494, swk.ncsu@gmail.com
Ohbong Kwon, 352-514-4709, ohbong70@gmail.com

ELECTED COUNCILORS
Group A: Physics  
 Takjip Ha, 410-614-4039, tjha@jhu.edu
Group B: Chemistry
 Jong-In Hahm, 202-687-5905, jh583@georgetown.edu
Group C: Mathematics, Geology, Meteorology, Statistics, Others
 Grace Kim, 310-794-8679, gracekim@mednet.ucla.edu
Group D: Biology, Botany, Zoology, Biomedical Engineering, Genetic Engineering 
 Ho-Wook Jun, 205-996-6938, hwjun@uab.edu
Group E: Agriculture, Ecology, Food, Nutrition

 Youngmok Kim, 513-892-7100, ykim@synergytaste.com
Group F: Med Science, Pharmaceutical Science, Veterinary Med, Physical Edu.
 Young-sup Yoon, 404-727-8176, yyoon5@emory.edu
Group G: Chemical Engineering, Textile Engineering, Nuclear 
Engineering, Petroleum Engineering, Applied Chemistry
  Hyunmin Yi, 617-627-2195, hyunmin.yi@tufts.edu
Group H: Mechanical Engineering, Aerospace Engineering, Naval Architecture
 Chang Kyoung Choi, 906-487-1463, cchoi@mtu, edu
Group I: Materials Science, Metallurgy, Mining Engineering
 Burtrand L. Lee, 512-471-4847, lburtra@yahoo.com
Group J: Civil Engineering, Architecture, Environmental Engineering
 Chang Mo Kim, 530-304-8019, cocmkim@gmail.com
Group K: Electrical & Electronics Engineering, Communication Engineering  
 Benjamin Lee, 734-678-1285, benclee@gmail.com
Group L: Computer Science, Systems Engineering
 Eunjee Song, 254-678-1285, eungjee_song@baylor.edu
Group M: Industrial Engineering and Mgmt Science
 Hyo-Joo Han, hhan@georgiasouthern.edu 
Former President Councilors
Eun-Suk Seo, University of Maryland, 301-405-4855, seo@umd.edu 
Hyungmin Michael Chung,  Calif. State Univ., Long Beach, 562-985-7691, hm.chung@csulb.edu
Hong Taik (Thomas) Hahn, UCLA, 310-760-1891,  hahn@seas.ucla.edu

CHAPTER PRESIDENTS
Chair  Hung Tae Kim, 608-695-7273, hkim59@wisc.edu 
Central Penn (1)   Jungwoo Ryoo, 814-949-5243, jryoo@psu.edu
Georgia (3)   Junkoo Park, 470-955-7117, jpark15@ggc.edu
Indiana (4)   Dan Daehyun Koo, 317-278-1957, dankoo@iupui.edu
Michigan (6)  Jun Ha Park, 678-749-1499, alpha.junha@gmail.com
Chicagoland (7) Dong-Hyun Kim, 312-926-3279, dhkim@northwestern.edu
Minnesota (8)   Sung-Hoon Gee, 208-596-8472, gee.sunghoon@gmail.com
New England (9) Yoojin Chung, 617-573-5592, yoojin.chung@gmail.com 
New Jersey (10)  Nakjung Choi, 201-214-2113, fomula@gmail.com
NY Metro (11) Ohbong Kwon, 352-514-4709, ohbong70@gmail.com
N. Carolina (12)  Sunkyu Park, 919-605-4135, spark.ksea@gmail.com
Ohio (14)  Do-Gyoon Kim, 614-247-8089, kim.2508@osu.edu
Seattle (15)   W. Jong Yoon, 425-419-7718, wjyoon@uw.edu
Philadelphia (16)  Albert Kim, 215-204-3222, albertkim@temple.edu
Southern CA (18)  Samuel Choi, 949-413-5062, schoi829@gmail.com
South Texas (19) Minsu Kim, 832-689-2295, ms0206@gmail.com
Wash. Metro (21)  Nam-Cheol Kim, 801-581-4260, nck4ksea@gmail.com
Alabama (23) Tae-Sik Oh, 334-844-2088, taesik.oh@auburn.edu
Austin TX (24) Hong-Gu Kang, 512-245-7508, hk12@outlook.com
Silicon Valley (30)  Steve Sung Won Moon, 408-202-6302, swmoon33@gmail.com
Baltimore (31) Sung-Ung Kang, 443-540-7829, sungung.kang@gmail.com
Tennessee (32)  Gyoung Gug Jang, 479-595-4565, gyoung018@gmail.com
N. Texas (40)         Wooram Park, 972-883-4625, wooram.park@utdallas.edu
Central VA (41) Byungkyu Brian Park, 434-260-0101, brian.uva@gmail.com
Central IL (42)      Seung-Yul Yun, 217-255-8540,  Yes.Andrew@gmail.com
Wisconsin (44) Hung Tae Kim, 608-695-7273, hkim59@wisc.edu
Southern VA (49)  Mintai Kim, 540-231-9872, mintkim@vt.edu
Iowa City (52) Stephem Baek, 319-384-0810, stephen-baek@uiowa.edu 
Utah (56)  Keunhan Park, 801-581-4260, kpark@mech.utah.edu 
Sacramento (58)  Jeff Olson, 916-227-4542, jeff.olson11@comcast.net
San Diego (60) John Baik, 858-232-0139, johnbaik@hotmail.com
Orlando (67)  Woo Hyoung Lee, 407-823-1206, woohyoung.lee@ucf.edu
Tampa Bay (68) Jong Park, 813-745-1703, jong.park@moffitt.org
Idaho (69)  Jae Hyeon Ryu, 208-473-5120, chunrima@gmail.com
Berkeley (70)  Sang Lee, 404-242-1208, hi.sanghoon@gmail.com
Gainesville (71) Yong Kyu Yoon, 352-392-5985, ykyoon@ece.ufl.edu
Arkansas (72) Ilwoo Seok, 310-463-2919,  seokilwoo@gmail.com
Southwest Ohio (73) Changjoo Kim, 513-556-3424, changjoo.kim@uc.edu
Nashville (74) Bong Hwan Sung, 615-9936-3532, bong.hwan.sung@vanderbilt.edu
Kentucky (903) Duk-Hyung Lee, 859-858-3511,  duk.lee@asbury.edu
Texas Coastal Bend (77) Dugan Um, 512-785-1465,  dugan.um@tamucc.edu
Nebraska (43) Sangjin Ryu, 402-472-4313,  sangjin.ryu@unl.edu
Eastern Carolina (76) Myon-Hee Lee, 252-744-3134,  leemy@ecu.edu

COMMITTEE CHAIRS
Contest Committee:  
Tae (Tom) Oh, 585-475-7642, ksea47vp1oh@gmail.com
Election Committee:
Kang-Wook Lee, 914-945-3070, kangwook.lee.ibm@gmail.com
Fund Management Committee:
Nak Ho Sung, 781-354-7024, nakho.sung@tufts.edu
History Committee:
Chueng-Ryong Ji, 919-600-0316, crji@ncsu.edu
Honors and Awards Committee:
Youngsun Kim, 908-510-8905, yskrutgers@gmail.com
Long-range Planning Committee:
Kang-Won Wayne Lee, 401-369-1565, kwaynelee@gmail.com
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Korean-American Scientists and Engineers Association
1952 Gallows Road, Suite 300, Vienna, VA 22182
Tel: 703-748-1221.  Fax: 703-748-1331 
Email: sejong@ksea.org.  Web: http://www.ksea.org

Nomination Committee:
Eun-Suk Seo, 301-405-4855, seo@umd.edu  
Rules Committee:
Jaehoon Yu, 817-808-9605, Jaehoonyu1@gmail.com
Scholarship Committee:
Byungwhi Kong, 479-466-5164, bkong@uark.edu
Young Generation Committee:
John Lee, 310-280-8269, johnleelp@gmail.com 
APS Committee:
Yun H. Choe, 571-970-8853, ychoe@lmiplaw.com   
SME Committee:
Hong Taik (Thomas) Hahn, 310-760-1891,  hahn@seas.ucla.edu
50th Anniversary Committee:
Mun Won Suh, 919-539-2728, moon_suh@ncsu.edu  
UKC Steering Committee:
Jun-Seok Oh, 269-276-3216, oh.ksea@gmail.com   
   
AFFILIATED PROFESSIONAL SOCIETY (APS) PRESIDENTS 
Association of Korean Neuroscientists (AKN)
Kwang Soo Kim, 617-855-2024, kskim@mclean.harvard.edu
Association of Korean Physicists in America (AKPA)
Young-Kee Kim, 773-633-5753,
Baltimore Life Scientists Association (BLSA)
Joo Heon Shin, 303-704-9977, jooheonshin@gmail.com
Korean American Construction, Eng, & Project Mgmnt Asso. (KACEPMA)
Kunhee Choi, 510-295-5783, kchoi@tamu.edu
Korean-American Food Technologists Association (KAFTA)
Youngmok Kim, 513-892-7100, ykim@synergytaste.com
Korean-American Intellectual Property Bar Association (KAIPBA)
Sung Kim, 603-856-6550, skim@hdp.com
Korean-American Materials Society (KAMS)
Jiyoung Kim, 972-883-6412, jiyoung.kim@utdallas.edu
Korean-American Mathematical Scientists Association (KAMSA)
Jaewoo Jeong, 513-312-0269, jeongjw@miamioh.edu
Korean-American Society for Biomedical Informatics (KASBI)
James S. Song, 301-435-5928, james.Song@nih.gov
Korean American Society for Biotech & Phamaceuticals (KASBP)
Sean Kim, 646-783-6764, skimnet@gmail.com
Korean-American Energy Exploration & Production Society (KEPS)
Sam Jae Cho, 713-301-2020, chosj@blackmidas.com
Korean Computer Scientists & Engineers Association in America (KOCSEA)
Han Hee Song, 669-236-9508, hanheesong@gmail.com
Korean-American Offshore Engineers Association (KOEA)
Sochan Jung, 832-525-8456, sochanjung@gmail.com 
Korean Life Scientists at UCSF (KOLIS)
Hyun Yong Jin, 858-652-9852, jinhyunyong@gmail.com
Korean Pathologists Association of North America (KOPANA)
TBD
Korean Transportation Association in America (KOTAA)
Yong-Rak Kim, 402-472-1727, ykim3@unl.edu
Korean Association of Medical Physicists in North America (KAMPiNA)
Chang Seon Kim, 410-328-7165, changseon.kim@mountsinai.org
Korean-American Society of Civil and Environmental Engineers(KSCEE)
Youngsoo Kim, 919-673-3999, kim@ncsu.edu
Korean-American Women in Science and Engineering (KWiSE)
Hee-Yong Kim, 301-402-8746, hykim@nih.gov
NIH-Korean Scientists Association (NIH-KSA)
Myung Hee Park, 301-496-5056, mhpark@nih.gov
New York Korean Biologists (NYKB)
Kisa Sung, 412-620-3815, kisasung@gmail.com
Research Triangle Park Bioscience and Biotechnology Meeting (RTP B&B)
Joseph Kim, 919-929-6780, yonghojoseph@hotmail.com
San Diego Korean Biomedical Association (SDKoBA)
Goonho Park, 858-997-6798, g7park@ucsd.edu
Korean International Statistical Society (KISS)
Sin-Ho Jung, 919-668-8658, jung0005@mc.duke.edu
Korean-American Biomedical Engineering Society (KBMES)
Hanjoong Jo, 404-712-9654, hjo@bme.gatech.edu
Korean Biological Sciences Research Group at Michigan (KBM)
Soo Lee, 734-355-2793, soojung1@umich.edu
Korea-American Asso. for Geospatial and Environmental Sciences (KAGES) 
Sunhui Sim, 256-765-4250, ssim@una.edu
TeK One (TeK One)
Sung Hwan Cho, 858-414-4147, sunghwanc@gmail.com
Korean Bioscientists & Chemists Association in Chicago (KBCAC)
Jae-Hyun Park, 773-834-7434, park0223@gmail.com
Korean American Innovative Technology Engineers and Entrepreneurs (KITEE)
Myung Jong Lee, 212-650-7260, mlee@ccny.cuny.edu

EX-PRESIDENTS
Sang Il Choi, POSTECH,  919-357-7018, sangil@postech.ac.kr
Kwang Bang Woo, Yonsei Univ.,  82-2-2123-3555,  kbwoo@yonsei.ac.kr
Yong Nak Lee, HTRD,  847-577-5967,ynlee@htrdltd.com
Jae Young Park, NC State Univ., 919-848-6110,  JAEYPARK30@aol.com
Chan-Mo Park, POSTECH, 82-11-521-8909, parkcm@postech.ac.kr
Dong Han Kim, POSTECH, 82-54-279-2101,  dhkim@postech.edu
Ki-Hyon Kim, NC Central Univ., 919-530-6451, khk@nccu.edu
Kwang Kuk Koh, Chrysan Ind., 734-667-4081, kwang@chrysanindustries.com
Chin Ok Lee, Rockefeller Univ., 212-327-8617,  leech@rockefeller.edu
Chai Chin Suh, 610-678-0534, chaisuh@gmail.com
Kun Sup Hyun, PPI, 973-596-3267, kshyun@polymers-ppi.org
Hyo-Gun Kim, GIST, 703-663-8803, hkim@gist.ac.kr
Moon Won Suh, NC State Univ., 919-515-6580,  moon_suh@ncsu.edu
Dewey Doo-Young Ryu, UC Davis, 530-752-8954, ddyryu@ucdavis.edu
Saeyoung Ahn, Fuzbien Tech. Institute, 301-279-5453, saeyounga@yahoo.com
Kyong Chul Chun, 301-598-3396,  kcchun1@comcast.net
Ki Dong Lee, Univ. of Illinois, Urbana-Champaign, 217-244-0421, kdlee@uiuc.edu
Hong Taik (Thomas) Hahn, 310-825-2383,  hahn@seas.ucla.edu
Howard Ho Chung, Argonne National Lab., 630-818-6715, chung.ksea@gmail.com
Nak Ho Sung, Tufts University, 617-627-3447, nsung@tufts.edu 
Chan I. Chung, Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute, 518-727-3655, chungc@rpi.edu
Quiesup Kim, JPL/NASA, 818-354-8612,  quiesup.kim@sbcglobal.net
Sung Won Lee, Univ. of Maryland, 301-405-1128,  swlee@umd.edu
Sung K. Kang, IBM T.J. Watson Research Ctr., 914-945-3932, sungkang.ksea@gmail.com
Kang-Won Wayne Lee, Univ. of Rhode Island, 401-874-2695, kwaynel@gmail.com
Kang-Wook Lee, IBM T.J. Watson Research Ctr., 914-945-3070, kangwook.lee.ibm@gmail.com
Chueng-Ryong Ji, North Carolina State Univ., 919-515-3478, chueng.ji@gmail.com
Jae Hoon Kim, The Boeing Company,  425-786-7723, jkim1@ieee.org
Hosin Lee, University of Iowa, 319-335-6818, skytrust@gmail.com
Hyungmin Michael Chung, Calif. State Univ., Long Beach, 562-985-7691, hm.chung@csulb.edu
Myung Jong Lee, City University of NY, 212-650-7260, lee@ccny.cuny.edu
Kookjoon Ahn, State of California, 916-227-9257, kookjoon.ahn@dot.ca.gov
Youngsoo Kim, North Carolina State University, 919-673-39999, kim@ncsu.edu
Jaehoon Yu, University of Texas at Arlington, 817-272-2814, jaehoonyu@uta.edu 
Eun-Suk Seo, University of Maryland, 301-405-4855, seo@umd.edu 

EX-PRESIDENTS (DECEASED)
Shoon Kyung Kim
Kiuck Lee
Inyong Ham
Young Bae Kim
Chong Wha Pyun
Hogil Kim
Je Hyun Kim
Kyungsik Kang 
Soon Kyu Kim
Moo Young Han
Kwang-Hae (Kane) Kim
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